Words by
ISAAC WATTS

Joy to the World!

Music by
JAY ROUSE and

GEORGE FREDERICK HANDEL
Arr. by Jay Rouse

Optional Opening: Today, we have an opportunity to enter the Christmas story in
a unique way. We will hear the promises from the scriptures. We will see their
fulfillment in the firsthand stories of those who lived them. In each of these stories
and songs we will witness some of the events that led up to the birth of the
Messiah, the Christ. The world had waited for so long. Now, at last, the fullness of
time had arrived. Jesus was the Word made flesh. He came and He dwelt among us.
Now witness the irresistible love of the Father for His people. Joy to the world!
The Lord is come!
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The Promise (optional reading):

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in
Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will
prepare Your way; The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make ready the way
of the Lord, make His paths straight.”” (Mark 1:1-3)

The angel said to him, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer.
Your wife Elizabeth will have a son, and you will name him John.” (Luke 1:13)

The Fulfillment:

Zechariah: What shall we say of Him? This God of Israel—the God of our
Fathers? Just this—that Yahweh will do what Yahweh will do. Now, answer this.
When have we needed Messiah more than now, hmm? And what shall we say of
this old man, this priest of the division of Abijah!? This—that in the winter of my
years I hold the promise of God! Listen, I'll tell you how it happened.

The day before Sabbath, I traveled to Jerusalem to assume my sacred duties. It is as
I’ve always done. The lots were cast and the honor to offer incense in the Holy
Place fell to me! Never before had I been selected! Never would such an honor
happen again. I'm an old man you see, my Elizabeth an old woman. We have no
son—no child to care for us. Our lifelong sorrow. But Yahweh—blessed be His
name —offered this kindness—and I will not forget. I, Zachariah, would have the
honor to serve Him in His temple. That morning, I washed and dressed. I entered
the chamber, the bowl of incense in my hand. I could hear the chants of the
Levites. I scattered the incense over the coals—tears on my face! “Hear the prayers
of Your people, Lord!”

Then suddenly —from the smoke—a voice! “Zechariah, do not be afraid. Yahweh
has heard your prayer.” Heard my prayer?

“Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son.” But how? Elizabeth is too old. I am too
old! To my eternal shame, I could not believe! “I stand in the presence of God!”
says he. “I was sent to bring you this good news! Now because you doubted, you
shall be deaf and mute until the day that these things come to pass!”

And it was as he said. I left the Holy of Holies. I could not hear. I could not

speak—until the day of his birth—when my son, John, the promise of God was
born.
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O Come, Emmanuel, Rejoice!

Words:
Latin Hymn

With wonder -h =150

Music by

PIETRO YON

Adapted from Plainsong
Arr. by Jay Rouse
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The Promise (optional reading):

“Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with Child
and give birth to a Son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus. He will be great
and will be called the Son of the Most High...” “How will this be,” Mary asked the
angel, “since I am a virgin?” (Luke 1:30-32, 34)

The Fulfillment:

Mary, the Mother of Jesus: The Spirit of the most High will overshadow me? 1
don’t understand. Am I supposed to? God’s Son! I am to bear God’s Son! Oh,
blessed am I! Of all the women of the world, He’s chosen—me! Me. Generations
have longed for this promise! And I’m the one to carry it? Oh truly —truly, nothing
shall be impossible with God!

I can see now how God is remembering to be merciful to the lowly —the outcast!
And all history hinges on this alone— Yahweh has chosen to make a home among
us—His people! He proves that He loves the forgotten. (opt. music begins) He
rescues the helpless—the helpless. Like this Baby will be helpless. One of us! How
can I bring God’s Son into the world? Strange how joy mixes so easily with fear.
What will tomorrow hold? I don’t know —but I say yes! Yes! May the mighty hand
of God do all that He wills! For God alone my soul waits. May it be to me as He
has said.
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Magnificat
(Mary’s Song)

Words by Music by
ROSE ASPINALL JAY ROUSE
Arr. by Jay Rouse
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The Promise (optional reading):

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream
and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife,
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 1:20)

The Fulfillment:

Joseph: “Jehovah increases.” My name—it means, “Jehovah increases.” It’s never
been more true. He has added blessing upon blessing. I’ve chosen to walk this path
of obedience though it may mean my own disgrace. Still I didn’t think my betrothal
to Mary would bring disgrace.

Nazareth is a small village. It didn’t take long for word to spread. I understood the
looks—the judgment, the disappointment. But I would not—could not abandon
Mary to them. Even in those first moments when I became aware something was
amiss, I knew it couldn’t be Mary. Whatever else happened, she didn’t deserve that
punishment. Maybe I couldn’t ignore the hurt, but I would not put her through the
public humiliation. (opt. music begins) This - this was the only thing I did know.

That was before the dream. Before the angel spoke His name, Jesus! Before my

world turned upside-down and now I see the task, the blessing. Mary needs me.
This Baby needs me. I will be His shelter. I give my word.
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He Is Your Son

with Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

(Joseph’s Song)
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Words by Music by
ROSE ASPINALL JAY ROUSE
Arr. by Jay Rouse
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The Promise (optional reading):

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their
flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in
the city of David a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. This
will be a sign to you: You will find a Baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.” (Luke 2:8-12)

The Fulfillment:

Shepherd: Where should I start? Stars falling from the sky? No. Lightning?
No—not lightning. Not stars. The truth is—we didn’t know. But we were
scared —all of us. As scared as we’d ever been. And I don’t scare easily. Lions, I
know. I can defend a lamb from a lion or any predator if need be—but this? This
was like nothing I’d ever seen. Who’d believe us? An angel appearing in the sky
isn’t very believable, but a thousand of them—ten thousand? I wouldn’t expect
anyone to believe that. I wouldn’t believe it—except that I saw it! With my own
eyes, | saw it!

And as unbelievable as this sounds, most unbelievable was the message. Peace to
men. His favor rests—on us! On us? You mean shepherds? We don’t have anyone’s
favor! We’re unclean. And that means one thing. We’re unwelcome. It’s always
been that way. I suppose we’re used to it. But, doesn’t mean we don’t know the
scriptures. We do, we know the promises. And we’ve waited for Messiah as much
as any priest. Maybe even more so. But, a stable? A manger? Messiah cannot be
born in an animal’s feeding trough. Maybe we misunderstood. All we knew was
that we had to find out. The angel said go, and so we did! We went. And we found
Him there, this Baby—this Messiah, wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a
manger.
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Shepherds Run

Words by Music by
ROSE ASPINALL JAY ROUSE

Arr. by Jay Rouse

With energy J =130

| N.C. Eb2
N | o —
U1 © N
y - o ] y 3
[ fan WZY ) © \ <
A\SYJ é € 0
'j = & 1 T -
> & I I e ——
f = 1 ——
— |
i = = e ¢ i i i
VD - A | | [
== 9 4 & ™ ™
4 Ab2
N |
7 -y
y |
[ fan WZY )
\;jV o © ©
ug . ﬁaj
N\
Co— I I I I I I I I
A T -
VD I I I I @ @ @ @ [ [ [ [
o o s o
N |
U1
oo S
7178 b4 O
A\SY Q Q o
o © jﬁ PO

| HE
| HE
|
| HE
| HE
|
|
NP
T
EL ]
EL ]
EL ]

© 2018 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.
Reproduction of this publication without permission of the publisher is a criminal offense subject to prosecution.
THE CCLI LICENSE DOES NOT GRANT PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY THIS MUSIC.
www.lorenz.com

65/2096&97MD - 48



49

night____ sky,

CHOIR unison
Thun - der in__ the
Eb2

Ab2

Je 1,

N7 D
&)

10

Pan 5 m | e « cmur AE
Bl " iR o o e BEB.
TN H = ,
It (il = o il
ARH,Avv | v _.m A
U m e
e £ ol T ™
e
o ™| |¢ o B ol E ¢lob T ||® T N = Te e e
Qo @) v
T/ = |
L) M AN
e AU ~ TN _.m A,
L el 2 L
8 AT L1 %o 1
- Ay HH RS 1)
W ) || v 2] A
9 ﬂ = L
TN TN (1] 8 \\' L )
He . } nw
oho T|l6 [T A ] e £ MH| 2 ||FR TmIE
A T v E
oA A T e 8 L T
. ) e € M e
kHU [ N\,,
TeA T A ) 7 ( A S . ~t ~t e 1M
M\ E o) .\Hm-v
s e £ L e
Q = S\l L] pan !
D I I e ¢ e o Ev
1™ 4 4 1™ 1N 4 ' N 1™
. 4 . - L™ - . 4
KN I I LN [N [l [l LN N
hunmw@ = o NGe A = Aunmw\o n.' o e ./ © nunmwé n
—~—N S —~—N S —~——N S

65/2096&97MD - 49



man.

Ba - by comes__ to

Ab2

a

.
s ——

ing

sound

—~

50

war - rior’s cry__ is

Eb

19

e & ol e
iy .
e
Pias ail
H e A~ ~ Nldv ) |
1779
T
i s m L e -
b 44 ~ | N ]e g £ o 2
o0 Hwlle ( 2 =
P ani = | LT |l
S [N N N
- . n
B T ] L]
A,.v -5 ;nuv | A H 4 e B e
b N\ .m \\‘ '
e
BL) = \\; SR |
» Wl ' B m ol Ho
" ol = ol w oo n |0
il 1 > ™
o oy e e m i
—+o ML “H | e
KJJ e LD =
L s ||
e ;ﬁ > g*
m ©
TR EEE | f [
. Ik g o
T &) A
™~ 1™ ~ 4
N mhv N nlu m
& SRS N[ o N G < <

O

PO

v
V.
NV D

be

bo

e 1D

65/2096&97MD - 50



51

0 4 i JPN
AT m ™\ N @ ]
S
1 e Il m \g 1T
i z ] i Lmu
pan At V4R ~ ~y R )
LH_ v W A a\ L] ,
- \)
i
1 . T Ik
a0 5 E 6 O] i
i N A =
v si m ‘e m (Y maN
T 5 e il 2 i I
_.m g P = HW pan
L& | -+ M
5 KD | U
LT = N
~ A MR
L] (
1 - LEE.
2| I [
“ .l
.. m i
. B > L1l
R g o 2 ik N %
E . R Te® 2 fvr\g e
r ° H
1 = el L
= A~ IND) “H
£ s . . Realy
fd #nS \\ma
1 ] el Lo
[@)}
i M A . g T
/\ 1 I | [ a1 £ )] -
Im T Imhv .[m.n Imhv .[m.n Imhv .[m
% NO® G % N N NG GN| = N &
—~— N —~— N

1o

¢

34

Shep - herds,

£

4

e e[ e
. | B
TTTe
..P\‘
yan e
LHHDV ;Nu,d,v

oov on = lj%. oo [[8|/F
ifg -
“en £ @
on
. TTe
| ° 1
b |-
yan Pan
7 ™
AD 4 Mm )
2 M
.
Va | || AR
N
N [
_K 1K _K in.M
hu = T D n.h/
—~— S —

65/2096&97MD - 51



52

37
[ (an WL 1)

You’ll find__

face! __

Ba - by’s

to seek____ the

race

s s
] ] 1

/N

=

£

£ 2

“

0
—Je 1D

Abmaj9

Eb

37

i

N
A

[~

©

2nd time to Coda $
(pg. 55, ms. 67)

40

v,. A =N
-] ] :
4 m M m
&0 3 ) o
—H o v 80 |y
Ml £% |4
! <
Pas ) N ( N )
m L
1 i
T «
p4an 7 \.0
) = (
[ = | 4
(=]
| | = 2y
N LT
)
)
W) N & ) B
O
T 2 e
[=%
N
1 %} 41
=
V4 = LT
Pas v £ m L )
R
i
1 =
P e 1
> e
_H _H J
< o <N
<
—~— N

1

D

unis.

43

N7~ D

a-maz - ing grace!

God’s

Yes,

unis.

f
o

'aYd
&)
7

Eb2

Ab

43

'aYd

[
|
17K

¢

[y

) O

65/2096&97MD - 52



53

Ab2

Db2

bo

high.__

An - gels sing__ on

Ab2

as

€s

voic

46
[ (an WL )

4
|
[y

&)
) O

Ab2

46

-

a

-

|
]
7]

ey
o O

¢

49

ANV

ens.

heav

in___ the

ry

Glo

—Je 1D

rayy

Eb2

49

N7~ D

1ol

N7~ D
A\SYJ

re - flect__ their

The stars

Cm’

52

f
N

N~ D

)
&)

65/2096&97MD - 53



Ny —
—
~

com -

N
/)

Eb

div.
joice! Your King__ is

div. ; %

Re

&

Ab
=2
[

is draw - ing nigh!

God
Db2

O
po©
b e

[ (an WL )
55

[ (an WL 1)
) 1D

RER —ll
m‘d = m #— T
e
A~ A~ AR\Av v (TTN
A\Hd
T
e
v | m o e e
)=
¢ He .ana Y G
RN
i « L1
pan
8 | ™ T
(P = C
il
/R
16 | T emlll| 2 |0 [wlle
;1
g 2l
A~ A~ i TN
rtl)
TN
11 v_ous ] L
Im pani = N sg 1 0
D . C D
4 1N 1™ o~
Im TTen Imhv T
0 QY ../ %0 Aunm ¢
—~— S ——

The

Db2
po°
b e

2

Mes

div. ‘

[ ]
ing,

/N

[ ]

wait

[ ]

—

O

man - ger He___ is

NV D
rayy

A\SV/J

65/2096&97MD - 54



61

The Promise (optional reading):

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has
been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come
to worship Him.” (Matthew 2:1-2)

The Fulfillment:

Wise Man: It was neither wealth nor influence, though I have both, that took me
on this journey. I'm a scholar and an old one at that. Tired too. I’ve long since
passed the day and desire to travel. I’'m a pragmatic man of books and letters. And
I would’ve stayed among my sacred writings —except for this; it was written! You
see?! The prophetic implications were clear. I could not shake it.

The prophecies read thus. “But you, O Bethlehem...from you shall come forth for
me One who is to be Ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from
ancient days. A Star shall come out of Jacob; a Scepter shall rise out of Israel.”
This we’ve studied. This we’ve known!

And there it was, the star of prophesy! The star of the Messiah! In the night sky!
Yes, Messiah would come—and soon! One does not sit on his cushions when one
encounters such a sign.

No, neither wealth nor power—but longing! This is what compelled me. And so, a

journey to end all journeys! Where would it lead, we did not know. But we could
not do otherwise.
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Rhythmically J =96

Words and Music by
JOHN H. HOPKINS, JR.
Arr. by Jay Rouse
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Pastoral Encouragement (optional reading):

Behold Jesus, the Promise. Behold Jesus, the Fulfillment. He’s both—for every
promise ever made finds its fulfillment in Him. Tonight we’ve read the scriptures,
we’ve heard the testimony and we rejoice because the much longed for Christ has
come. He was born that man no more may die.

This is more than a nice story about a baby in a manger. This is God in flesh come
among us to redeem us. This is Emmanuel, God’s Son, who was willing to give up
His rights. So that He could become like us, He took on the very nature of a
servant. Who but God would have done that? It was His choice. It was His plan,
and it’s what makes the gospel so amazing!

Today, we heard from Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds. In each of their
stories we see redemption from fear and shame. We heard from the wise man who
came searching and we realize that it was Jesus all along who came searching for
us!

If you keep your heart and mind open, if you will be receptive to His seeking, no
story of fear or shame can keep Him away. There is redemption offered for every
one of us. Tonight, may the astonishing grace and humility of Jesus draw you to
Himself and to His love. Amen.
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