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Voice in the Wilderness
(Prepare the Way)

Based on Words and Music by
Isaiah 40:3-4, 6-7 Pepper Choplin

@ With strength J=ca. 72
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* Before the cantata begins, you may teach the congregation the response, “Prepare the Way.” Or,
you may begin the piece and have the congregation join for the first time at m. 37 after they
hear the “call and response” effect. The director, or a choir member, may simply “wave in” the
congregation whenever this phrase appears as needed.
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Words: Latin Hymn; tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866); adapt. by P.C.

*Tune: VENI EMMANUEL, plainsong.
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Narrator: We come to prepare the way and celebrate the coming of the Lord. This story we share of
Christmas has been told so many times before. Why would we gather here to tell it again? Could it be
that we yearn to hear and experience the promise of the prophets, the hope of the newborn, the joy of
the shepherds, and the beauty of the star in the east?

Or do we simply want to remember how God loved the world and still loves the world? God so loved
us that He sent His Son, that all who believe in Him may experience the hope, the joy, and the abundant
life of the Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Our hope is that through the words and music we share, you will hear the story afresh — and experience
God’s love as we gather to sing...The Ballad of Bethlehem.

The Ballad of Bethlehem

Words and Music by
Pepper Choplin
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Bethlehem Prophecy

Words based on

Micah 5:2, 4

Bright and fresh o. = ca. 52

Words and Music by
Pepper Choplin

Py} 1 I ] [ [ | | |
mp
g . . - =
1.8 Ia- Ia. ‘E\\ i.
I I -

CYaEN

4 = —
ﬁ |
i‘? i ‘E — ' g— > j I -
J o i £ <
mf
—): i . ! i
4 1 1 1 1
-° I 1 ™D
- . o o o T
- =
&
SA
7. mp
— h | |
e ., T —
:)U o - b T d 1 i Iyl ]
o ti - ny Beth - le - hem, though you are  small, from
TB
o) - I - I
~ I I
o) . T |
7 —F s i
[ fan Y I o oy .
J & o't\_/:@ # —*
mp
|
A . ; .
j. & - L 4

© 2024 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.

Reproduction of this publication without permission of the publisher is a criminal offense subject to prosecution.
THE CCLI LICENSE DOES NOT GRANT PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY THIS MUSIC.

65/2123&24L-24

www.lorenz.com

LT



26

=

from

small,

though you  are

- hem,

le

ny Beth

ti

_ f

ah.

si

ised Mes

the prom

comes

you

17

~—

Hh ——-T =

— . ——=

— f)

-

[ anY
ANIV4
o

God.

Al - might - y

lor,

N

ful Coun

Won - der

65/2123&24L-26



1\

Child is  born.

the

where

the place_—

to

Come

2
o

=

e

)

0
hal OO0}

V4

il

54
~ () 4

God.

Al - might - y

- lor,

S€

Won - der - ful Coun

O
hal OO0

 E—

“
#

4
o #1L

56
— ) 4

of Peace.

the Prince

is

ther, He

E - ter - nal Fa

F

e

iy

A

A

5 3

)

-

Ol _
o il

65/2123&24L-30



- le - hem,

ti - ny Beth

o

O )
o w1l

cresc.

IAY

f) &

™)

cresc.

71

- I7Y

— ) &

come

shall

-~ cresc.

you

from

small,

arc

though you

1/

cresc.

#

13

)

73

L

Lord

and

Sav - ior

the

Christ,

(2 beats)
o)

:

Tdloiig
“N A

;
:

:

:

“

65/2123&241.-32



33

Narrator: (music begins) And Joseph went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea,
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)
to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were
there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son,
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them

in the inn (Luke 2:4-7).

The Ballad of Bethlehem

Feel in one J =ca. 114

The Birth

Words and Music by
Pepper Choplin
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36 Still Gentle Mary

New words by P. C. Pepper Choplin
Tune: STILL, STILL, STILL

Traditional Austrian Carol

Peacefully d=ca.72
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Narrator: (music begins) And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,

keeping watch over their flock by night.

With a sturdy feel, a little faster than before o= ca. 132

The Ballad of Bethlehem

The Shepherds

47

Words and Music by
Pepper Choplin
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50 I Hear the Angels Shouting Glory!

Words based on Words and Music by
Luke 2 Pepper Choplin
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63

Narrator: Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He that is born King of the Jews?
For we have seen His star in the East, and are come to worship Him.” (music begins)

The Ballad of Bethlehem
The Wise Men
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Words and Music by
Pepper Cheplin
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66 Only the Wise

Words and Music by Pepper Choplin
Incorporating “We Three Kings”
Author: John H. Hopkins (1820-1891)

Tune: KINGS OF ORIENT
Reflectively J= ca. 104
[o) ) o J o
A3 i : o T e
'\’D J /E | 1 vl e 1 I =
p
)3 * .
— I
5 Gently rhythmic J =ca. 92

—eo

rit. a tempo

Q

\
N
TR o
(Y

BN
_‘b_n“.__
ol
—TR e ol
ol
— 9
ol
¢

0 ¢

) ~ -
" e Y ——————

\INN

| 1HEE
QL
| THEER

e
ol

12n SA mp
yan -— | = ] I
) | e =
Q) v ' v
On-ly the wise
TB
0 T I ]
0 . I - I - 1
g | | |

—e):

QL
| THER
Qi

= = =

© 2024 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.
Reproduction of this publication without permission of the publisher is a criminal offense subject to prosecution.
THE CCLI LICENSE DOES NOT GRANT PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY THIS MUSIC.
65/2123&24L-66 www.lorenz.com LT



67

to—

look to the skies

would

154

18

bring.

would

it

and the mes - sage

the star

NS

—

e

(mp)

o)

21

wise

the

On - ly

T T I T o

7

65/2123&24L-67



68

TN I v
=
2 e
2
TR g ] | I
I 1)
5y
|| .M ||
| g ||
lighe
e o L T T
=
T 8 Tree ®
=
_- e
et \EiN k.ji TT®
)
PJ g b )
L L)
= (e
— 1
| ! ] | | 41
N W M 5 ) ..a
& X GN
— N

2
.43 o)

TN 8 [ | 10N T
TN 7 sl e
J )
_H £ el _H.-._l
S wsll bl
g J:
Dol e
MJQ mﬁﬂ L T
: % *
—,A ] .IA
H W i
pnv N
] &
A/t
) )
5n N ﬁlﬂ
N ————

(] -
L= A ]
| 2
v
|
> X
TN = ’
T
[l
e i) LY
41D
b
A9 = RA b A
L) m ollle e e e
1
oy 5 ¢ T
=}
TTee 2 | TON
=
=
- =2 |
A= L
q al Qq
N~
Y
— N

65/2123&24L-68



69

30, (mf’)
i - I = — —— | I
[ fan Y 1 1 :I =| :I :I 1 ]
\Q)\I I I i 1
star ~ with roy - al
- I I I e i |F — =ﬂ = i
I — I I T I | I 1
L | _—
star of won - der, star of night
o) .
A — —— I —— I ——
L — o L — ;I > S —c—
R = RS e =
feeling in 2
| | '
O o 1 P 1 1
== — : — | ——
2 | 2 | 2 |
33 , - -— ! | °f1 [ |
+|—§7= ! — ! 1 I 1 I SN I I ]
) o
beau - ty bright, west - ward lead < ng, still  pro-ceed - ing,
. | ~ r) ‘é' ~
=) = T
= S— T 1 [ = 1
o) r | | | | |
A — —— ! i = ' i = i
% H: oo
o @ & - ¢ o ¢ g ' 5 - g
N~
S
I: I i ] f t T — I i
= S ¢ s —
36 mf @ mp
77— I T I — e I Tt ]
7 Il I ] I I I I 1 I I | I - 1
' e ' —+4 1
M - < — g
guide us  to— - thy per - fect light
— mf’ ———————
| | — s 35 5 ¢ 18 = :
= 5 e I H —— I 1
n I A I I —
A — — i — '
: - - i = ok >
~— :’: ::-6: | -
Wlf ———————— |mp feelingin4 _

.

=
o

]

1

T

-9

65/2123&24L-69

[\1NEE

(\EEN



70

0,

—~p

I I | —
— Ll

.

would wor-ship the Child

On-ly the wise

42
2ch

tle town of Beth - le

lit

the

in

they__ found

o

e

45
— A

~—~

SN—

Kneel - ing down,

hem.

~,

O

N~

65/2123&24L-70



77

and

now—

lead us

ing,

we’re bow

as

-

O
o 1l

)

N——"
S~———

o
hdl OO 7

]
1
o
@

Thy

to

us

guide

B 3

£

£

Oy _ ]
o #i

#

rit.

94
— () #

¢l¢

S 4|

Y

)

- I7Y

rit.

ol

65/2123&24L-77



J=ca. 80

Reflectively

@7)

78
96

)+
"
) Hg

raY

we

Nowr

Reflectively J

ca. 80

< 3 T T 3 LTI T2

il

oJ

eyes,—

our

mp O»- pen

O

- I7Y

our eyes,

O - pen

and

our eyes,

0 - pen

-

)

=

hdl OO 1Y

raY

hearts

—

100

0 - pen our

ol

— ) dd

"

our hearts,

0 - pen

—

our hearts,

0 - pen

)
"
Ml I

raY

65/2123&24L-78



79

€
ca. 82
ca. 82

—

wor - ship

K

‘

E

N—

fer gifts—

O

With gentle movement J

vy

With gentle movement J

gently

of

T

the

we

as

slight rit.
slight rit.

to

208
208
#

220}

O
Car- 2%
Q
O - 3%
Q
O - 3%
O -
0

105

o

(6 beats)
)
0.4
O

:)_:

€
O

T T

O

i

-

[ - )
#

<

[ - o)

107
~ ) &

65/2123&24L-79




80

Narrator: As the wise men gather to worship the Child, there is still room. (music begins)
There is room for all of us to worship. Whether we come with joy or grief, with hope or despair,
whether we struggle or thrive, there is still room to come and worship the Savior who is Christ the Lord.

A Thrill of Hope

Words and Music by
Pepper Choplin
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The Ballad of Bethlehem
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