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Foreword
The goal of these eight pieces is to have a convenient volume with offerings for the holiest 
seasons of the Christian year.

For Advent, here are variations on hyfrydol by Rowland Prichard for Charles Wesley’s 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus.” Following the variations are three arrangements 
for Christmas: a celebration of “The First Nowell”; then José Ramón Gomis’s hauntingly 
beautiful Spanish lullaby “A La Nanita Nana,” sung at Christmas for the infant Jesus; and 
Franz Gruber’s revered “Silent Night” arranged here for a beginning organ student.

Lent follows with a prelude on Peter Lutkin’s soulful melody for Sidney Lanier’s poem 
“Into the Woods My Master Went.” Also here for Lent is a contemplative piece, Prayers at 
Golgotha, which prepares for a triumphant Easter Paean on Robert Williams’s llanfair for 
Charles Wesley’s “Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise.” The volume concludes with an original 
piece, Ascension Alleluia!

Together these six arrangements of very familiar and not-so-familiar songs along with two 
original pieces prepare for what many consider to be Christianity’s highest holy days. 

—James Conely
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