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Down in the Valley to Pray!

African-American spiritual
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About the arra

Michiel Eugene Cleveland, bom 1937, 15 Professor
Emenms of Music at the Univeraty of Mevada,
RBeno where he tught elememary music methosds,
wenmen's chorus, composition, amd gracduate music
educanon courses, He recerved his B.M, from San
Jose State Umiversity amd s MM, and Doctor of
Musical Ans degrees from the University of
Ovegon. He has a of number choral compositions
bl slsed.

Performance notes
This sparitual was  featured 0 the movie, "0
Brother, Where Ar Thou™ For the film, the tile
and text was changed 1o Down o the River to Pray;
workers i a ficld sang the song with great fervor as
they swung their hoes plowing the land. The song
is African-American in origin, perhaps with some
Appalachian  influence due 1o the use of the
pentatonic scale. The picce should be sung with
real energy, with an ever-strong pulse on the first

t of the measure.

This arrangement 15 also avalable for SATE
SBMP 453
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