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Commiissioned by Hie Wellesley College Choir, Lisa Gralam, director

Only Light, Only Love

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Joan Szymko
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The text

“Returming hite for hate multiplies hwe, adding deeper darkness 1o a might already devoad of stars, Darkness cannaot

drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hatred canmot drive owt hatred: only love can do that.”
= qnrte from a sermow by Dr, Martin Luther King Jr,

About the compaser

Jopan Seymbko (b 195T), in addition to being an active compaoser, has led choirs in the Pacific Nonhwest for over
1w¢||[1|,.'-ﬂ'.'-|:- ears. Abundant Iyriciam, dhythmic ir::cmi'l:r and vigoroas attention o ext are hallmarks of her diverse
and distinctive choral writing. With over fifty octavos i print, music is performed frequently by distinguished
choral ensembles across the country and increasingly, abroad. Szymko also writes for the stage and has been a
resident composer with Do Jump! Extremely Physical Theater since 1995,

MNodes from the composer
The historic nomination of an African Amencan man for the Presidency of the Linited States was most certainly in
my consciousness as | set this quode, | am siruck by the sheer, beawtiful logic of D, King's words,

The opening bars are scored  for two 554  groups (Choir 1 and Choir 1) 0 reinforce visually, aurally and in

armince, darkness lr}'i:f o drive out darkness—simple, solid triads pushing one against the other.  [deally,
Only Light, Only Leve would be performed as two S5A mixed groupings, in an antiphonal physical armangement. ir
this is mot ]:ru-.-'sighfpnmlinll for your ensemble in performance, | recommend exploning this option in rehearsal,

Especially note that tempi changes play a very imporiant and expressive role in this piece.
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