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Come, Come Whoever You Are

Anonymous, 13th centu ry Giselle Wyers
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About the composer

Giizelle Wyers (b, 1969) is Associate Director
of Choral Swdies at  the University of
Washington, where she conducts the University
Charale  and  teaches  cowrses  n choral
conducting, music education and  voice.
Wyers” compositions have been  performed
across the United States and in Germany,
Latvia, Holland, Poland, and Ecuador, and her
setting of Ave Maria won the Cambridge
Singers  International  Choral  Composition
Competition in 2003, Most recently, Wyers
has been commissioned by the Netherlands
Institute of Technology Chamber Choir, and
the Cascadian Chorale,

Motes from the composer

This poem, previously atrbuted o Bumi, was most
likely written by one of Rumi's predecessors. an
anonymous 13th century Persian pioneer of the Sufi

faith., Despite its ancient origin, this text is
surprisingly “current,” a hopeful and accepting call
te community, as reflected in the words, “Come
even if yvou have broken your vow a thousand times,
come yet again, come.”

The rhythmic lilt set up by the division of 3 plus 3

lus 2 eighth notes in the opening motive recalls the
joyful spinning associated with Sufi's “whirling
dervishes,” This work should be sung with a light,
crisp articulation and careful attention to dynamics
and balance between sections.

Come come, whoever you are, wonderer, worshipper,
lover of leaving. it doesn't matter.

QOwrs is not a caravan of despair, Come even if you have
broken your vow a thousand times,

Come vel again come.

Listen to a recording at wwwsbmp.com
Performed by the University of Washington Chorale, conducted by Dr, Giselle Wyers
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