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In the Bleak Midwinter

SATB, divisi, a cappella
Christina Rossetti (1830—1894) Gustav Holst (1874—-1934)

arranged by Lee R. Kesselman
Peacefully, serenely J =ca. 76
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Notes from the arranger:

This arrangement was written for my daughter’s early music sextet at Michigan State University. The first
performances were sung with one singer on a part, so the soprano (mm. 1-16), bass (mm. 56—71) and measures
84-85 can easily be performed by solo voices. The song departs from the original melody at the end of verse three
and in verse five, where the lyrics and the spirit of the song continue, but the actual tune disappears into the
harmony and texture. Like many timeless carols, In the Bleak Midwinter paints a picture of the single believer
confronted with the humble birth of Jesus in the darkest, coldest time of year. When faced with the question of
“What gift do I have to bring Jesus?”, one realizes that ‘my heart’ is the greatest gift of all.
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