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Words by
JOHN S. DWIGHT

Music by
ADOLPHE C. ADAM
Arranged by Jay Rouse

A WORD FROM THE ARRANGER

O Holy Night is likely one of the most-loved songs we sing at Christmas. 
For most of us it holds some kind of significance, whether it’s the song 
your uncle always tried to sing at Christmas gatherings or the iconic 
Sandi Patty/David Clydesdale version from the 90s. In any case, it tends 
to be a song that is sung to us by a tenor or a soprano, we rarely get to 
sing it ourselves. 
Larry Harrison, our worship leader here at Crossings came to me and 
said, “I want the whole room to sing O Holy Night on Christmas Eve. 
No tenor or soprano, just the congregation, choir and orchestra.” I had 
to agree, what a great idea. So, I set out to create an arrangement that 
features the congregation. I couldn’t do it without a key change or two 
and I did start with a couple gentle solos, but it’s in very singable keys, 
I didn’t change up the traditional chords too much, and we even did an 
a cappella moment on the last tag. I can’t begin to describe what it’s like 
to build to that point in the arrangement, have all the accompaniment 
drop out and feel the energy of the whole room singing together, “Fall 
on your knees, O hear the angel voices. O night divine! O night divine!” 
A powerful moment of worship. 
So, I hope you’ll consider making this a part of your Christmas season. 
I am sure there are people in your congregation who are not a part of 
the choir and would never dream of singing a solo that would love to sing 
this song.

Merry Christmas
—Jay Rouse

Sam
ple
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