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Jabberwocky first appeared in Through the Looking Glass (1871), the sequel to Alice in Wonderland.
It was written by Charles Dodgson under his famous pseudonym, “Lewis Carroll.” The ultimate
satire of heroic narrative poetry in English literature, it foreshadows a major trend in twentieth-
century writing in its eerie and evocative use of nonsense words.

Notes on Pronunciation
brillig ........... brill as in brilliant

ig as in igloo

slithy ............ sly-thee

toves ............ rhymes with stoves

gyre.............. g as in get
rhymes with fire

gimble.......... g as in gyre;
rhymes with nimble

wabe ............ rhymes with babe

mimsy .......... rhymes with whimsy

borogoves.... bore-oh-goves
g as in gus
rhyme s with toves

mome........... rhymes with home

raths ............ rhymes with baths

outgrabe...... rhymes with wabe

frumious ...... fru as in frugal

vorpal .......... like snorkel

manxome .... rhymes with bank some

uffish ........... uff as in huff, or puff

tulgey........... rhymes with bulgy

frabjous ....... like fabulous + gorgeous

calloo ........... like duluth

callay ........... like delay

Vocabulary
As explained to Alice by Humpty Dumpty in Chapter Six

Brillig means four o’clock in the afternoon — the time you begin broiling things for dinner.

Slithy means lithe and slimy, two meanings packed into one word.

Toves are something like badgers, lizards and corkscrews.

To gyre is to go ’round and ’round like a gyroscope.

To gimble is to make holes like a gimlet.

The wabe is a grass plot around a sundial.

Mimsy is flimsy and miserable.

A borogove is a thin shabby-looking bird with its feathers sticking out all around, something like a
live mop.

A rath is a sort of green pig.

Mome may be short for “from home.”

Outgrabing is something between bellowing and whistling, with a kind of sneeze in the middle.



       

EW15/1358H-3

3

$ 4

4

Q Q

With vigor   = 116C

R
ì

slide whistle
S

[

]

!

W

W
4

4

O
É

fSA
T

g

C

mf unis.
g

C

OC C

C
C

C

C C OC

h

C

Shhhhh ‘Twas bril-lig, and the slith-y toves Did

# W

W
4

4

OÉ

f

TB
T

h

C

mf unis.

h

C

O
C C

C
C

C

C C
O

C

h

C

$
Q Q

S
ì

sw R

[

]

!

W

W

6

OC

h

C
C

C
C

C
OB

T
g

C

g

C

O
C C

C
C

gyre and gim-ble in the wabe; All mim-sy were the

# W

W

O
C

h

C
C

C
C

C

O
B

T

h

C

h

C
OC C

C
C

$
Q

R
ì

triangle
ì

R S
ì

wood block

[

]

!

W

W

C
C

C C OC C C
C

C

S S C

ì

(as a sneeze)
C

>

S T

g

C

bor-o-goves, And the mome raths out - chew-grabe! “Be -

# W

W

C
C

C C
O

C C C
C

C

S S

C

ì

C

>

S T

h

C

SATB Chorus, a cappella, with
Optional Small Percussion  and Movement Suggestions*

Jabberwocky
for the Hastings, NE, High School Chamber Ensemble, Charles DeWall, director

Lewis Carroll (1832-1898) Boyd Bacon

© 1998 Heritage Music Press, a division of The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.
Reproduction of this publication without permission of the publisher is a criminal offense subject to prosecution.

THE CCLI LICENSE DOES NOT GRANT PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY THIS MUSIC.

Duration: approx. 2:00
*Movement suggestions are on page 8.
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