The Mystic Trumpeter

from Book XXXII (From Noon to Starry Night ) Leaves of Grass
Walt Whitman

Hark, some wild trumpeter, some strange musician,
Hovering unseen in air, (vibrates capricious tunes to-night.)

I hear thee trumpeter, listening alert I catch thy notes,
Now pouring, whirling like a tempest around me,
Now low, subdued, now in the distance lost.

Blow trumpeter free and clear, I follow thee,

While at thy liquid prelude, glad, serene,
The fretting world, the streets, the noisy hours of day withdraw,
A holy calm descends like dew upon me,
I walk in cool refreshing night the walks of Paradise,
I scent the grass, the moist air and the roses;
Thy song expands my numb'd imbonded spirit, thou freest, launchest me,

Floating and basking upon heaven's lake.

Now trumpeter for thy close,
Vouchsafe a higher strain than any yet,
Sing to my soul, renew its languishing faith and hope,
Rouse up my slow belief, give me some vision of the future,
Give me for once its prophecy and joy.
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