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Traditional Italian

Arranged by Jerry Estes 
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Bella Ciao

With spirit and passion q = 120

Traditional

Duration: approx. 2:10

Ranges: Part I Part II Part III

Three-part Mixed Chorus and Piano

The original version of Bella Ciao was sung by women who were migrant rice 
paddy workers in Italy's Po Valley. The song was then adapted during World War 
II to become a resistance anthem for the partigiani (Italian patriots). The lyrics 
tell of a soldier's wish to be buried in the mountains beneath a beautiful flower if 
he should have to die for liberty.

The following is an approximate translation:

This morning I awakened, (Good-bye beautiful)
This morning I awakened and found the invader.

Oh partisan carry me away, (Good-bye beautiful)
Oh partisan carry me away when I feel death approaching.

Bury me up in the mountain, (Good-bye beautiful)
Bury me up in the mountain under the shade of a beautiful flower.

And all those who shall pass, (Good-bye beautiful)
And all those who shall pass will tell you what a beautiful flower it is.

And this flower of the partisan, (Good-bye beautiful)
And this flower of the partisan is the flower of liberty.

Bella Ciao should be performed with much passion and drama.

–Jerry Estes
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