Performance Notes

Hard Shoulder is narrated by street people, and an effective performance of the piece
depends on getting the characters off the page. The score can only take you so far:
conductor and singers need to be ready to make some creative decisions.

The piece alternates between a melancholy chorale-like mood and a bustling,
smart-alecky, anxious mix of pop styles — Middle Eastern, Caribbean, assorted
Classic Rock, a touch of Broadway, a touch of swing — the jumble of a street full of
radios tuned to different radio stations. During such sections, which should be
delivered with a dour panache, pop vocal stylings are a given: for example, treat
syncopated entries with an extra rhythmic nudge and a bit of an upwards scoop into
the notated pitch.

The "chorale" sections are gentler and more introspective; but the rhythmic vitality
remains, and syncopations should still have a half-muted nervous energy.

Don't rush the "marching hymn" that begins at measure 220 (inspired by The Good
Old Way from the Isle of Wight). The people doing the marching are tired and heavy
laden — it gets passionate, but not perky.

On the one hand the text wants to communicate very directly with an audience, and
hit them between the eyes. On the other hand the text is ambiguous, in keeping with a
situation where there are no easy solutions. The final line, for example: How blessed
are they who mourn. 1s it a statement or a question? Both.

— Stephen Hatfield

Hard Shoulder can be heard on the CD As Above, So Below. The CD can be
purchased by contacting the composer at his website: www.interlog.com~hatfield
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For the Bell 'Arte Singers, Lee Willingham, director 3
Written to honor "The House of Compassion," Toronto, and their work with the homeless
Hard Shoulder
S. H. SATB divisi, a cappella Stephen Hatfield
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