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Lullaby and Farewell

Mary Jemison was born in mid 1700’s on a ship bound for America. Her Irish
parents settled on the western frontier in what is now central Pennsylvania.
When Mary was a young girl, her farm was overrun by Delaware Indians and
British soldiers and her family was taken prisoner. Soon afterward, she was
taken away to be adopted by two women from the Seneca Indian Nation. It
was understood by many Native American people that you had the right to
replace a family member, lost in war, with a child of the enemy. Mary
eventually found her way to the Genesee Valley Region of Western New York
State. There, she became a mother and a powerful spokesperson for the
Seneca people during the time that American settlers took over their land. She
lived her life among this adopted culture and eventually died in the area now
called Letchworth State Park. Through great tragedy, she remained a powerful
voice for justice and compassion during this violent era of American History.

This song is set at the moment when Mary’s mother, Jane Erwin, says good
bye, knowing that Mary will be adopted and the rest of the family will be
killed. Her mother had learned of this adoption custom. She learned that
children caught between the Native American and European cultures were
often shunned by both. For this reason, she urged Mary to never run away
from her new family. She told her to remember her English language and her
Faith. She shared many things that Mary would need to know as she began her
new life.



Dedicated to all those who work with homeless children. A special thanks to 3
the Genesee Valley Council on the Arts for helping to make this music possible.

Lullaby and Farewell*

) SSA with Piano
Wes Kennison and Glenn McClure

Glenn McClure
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