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People of the Willows

SSA Chorus, Piano, and Drum and Flute*
T.P. Tom Porter

Ranges: ~ Soprano I Soprano II Alto
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The Mandan Indians, native peoples of what is now central North Dakota, were known as the
People of the Willows. In 1804, they hosted the Lewis and Clark expedition for 146 days as they
wintered along the Missouri River. Their chief, Sheheke, accompanied Lewis and Clark back to
Washington D.C., and referred to Thomas Jefferson as “my brother.” Sheheke’s promise to Lewis and
Clark was, “If we eat, you shall eat. If we starve, you will starve. Our wish is to be at peace with all.”
The flute may be played on a wooden flute for a more authentic sound.
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Duration: approx. 2:25
*Flute and Drum parts are on pages 15-16.
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