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A Tribute to Harold Decker…

For me, Harold Decker was one of the most significant figures of American 
choral music. During his lifetime, it was his chairing of one of the most 
significant programs in choral music, and his service as President to his 
professional organization, the American Choral Directors Association, that 
greatly demonstrated his wonderful gifts as a leader. Perhaps one of the most 
important gifts to me was his ability to discern musical talent in any teaching 
environment and, even more importantly, to continue to nurture that talent.

It was through the eyes of his grandson that Harold Decker found me—a junior 
high school teacher in Wichita, Kansas. My interest in composition, at that 
time, was in its very infant stages. During that time, I was very much intrigued 
by the melody, Barbara Allen, a most beautiful melody and very singable for 
junior high voices. It is both the time of Mr. Decker’s coming into my life, and 
the beauty of the melody that I choose to commemorate with this setting of 
Barbara Allen.

Harold Decker certainly championed new music, but he also had a sincere 
appreciation of folk music. I will be forever indebted to this giant of choral 
music. Now that I am the chairman of a large choral program, there is not a 
day that goes by without my remembering Harold Decker. This composition 
is a small token of appreciation to the memory of one of my most significant 
teachers—Harold A. Decker.

—André J. Thomas
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Barbara Allen

Trad., alt.

    Duration: approx. 2:30
*  Also available for SSA (15/1968H).
**Flute part is on page 12.

Ranges: Tenor Baritone Bass

TBB Chorus,* Piano and Flute**
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˙

U

Bar - b’ra

∑U

∑UTenderly

∑U

œ œ ˙
rit.

Al - len.”

œ œ ˙ rit.

Al - len.”

œ œ ˙ rit.

Al - len.”

‰ Jœ
p

œ œ œ œ œ
rit.

œ

Œ
p

‰ j
œ œ

rit.

œ

œ œ ˙

∑U

∑U

∑U

.U̇

..˙̇U

.U̇
*

15/1969H-11

11

6

SAMPLE




