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Commissioned by Percy Browning and Cornell University Chorus,

Scott Tucker, Director

15/3286H-2

Performance Suggestion:

Where Do the Roads Go? is one of three Appalachian texts set by Sally

Lamb McCune, and may be sung in combination with Jubilee (15/2962R)

and Go Dig My Grave (15/2963R) to form a set.

Program Note:

When reading “Where Do the Roads Go?” alongside this striking quote by

McNeill, I could readily imagine the deep sense of longing and wonder that

must have come from a girl of sixteen living an isolated life in the hills.  The

thought of roads "coming" sounded so extreme to someone like me, born and

raised in "Motor City" in the 1960s.   I fell in love with the poem immediately

and the music seemed to write itself.  

-Sally Lamb McCune

Louise McNeill was born in 1911 in Pocahontas County, West Virginia, on a

farm that her family had lived on for nine generations. She once stated, "Until

I was sixteen years old, until the roads came, the farm was about all I knew:

our green meadows and hilly pastures, our storied old men, the great rolling

seasons of moon and sunlight, our limestone cliffs and trickling springs."

Louise McNeill was appointed Poet Laureate of West Virginia in 1979. She

died in 1993.   
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Words by

Louise McNeill (1911-1993)
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Music by
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