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Teacher’s Focus Points

Remember to teach your students the importance of trying to communicate the words of each song as they play.

We Gather Together
 egato melody
 pressi e phrase shaping  emphasis on downbeats
 nticipate shifts of position

ow Than  We ll ur God
 nsemble s ills  listening to the whole  eeping tempo steady
 ynamic contrast between phrases
 maller ritard s. bigger ritard second time
 ro ecting melody o er accompaniment
 laying in octa es stri e notes e actly together

or the eauty of the arth
 oicing  elody
 nticipate shifts of position
 egato melody and accompaniment
 ynamic contrasts between phrases
 orm 
 Repetition within and between stan as means much less actual music to learn
 earning to play both hands treble clef second stan a  is also much easier if student thin s of playing pre ious stan a  ust  

 up an octa e.
 

way in a anger
 Gentle feel  tone control at soft dynamic le el
 teady rhythmic gure in 
 Try bloc ing  measures to learn patterns
 imple pedaling  once per measure
 ptional duet nsemble listening s ills

The First Noel
 nticipate shifts of position more e tensi e in this piece  rela  and mo e freely
 oice the melody whether in R  or 
 egato melody
 pressi e phrase shaping
 Form 

God Rest e erry  Gentlemen
 inor mode
 taccato articulation from nger wrist
 Facility with staccatos at uic  tempo
 ynamic contrasts echoes
 n oy nding the last note

Good King Wenceslas
 ut time signature   beats per measure
 ynamics echoes
 Repetition at the octa e  loo  before you leap
 mphasi e hymn tune when it enters after introduction

Good hristian en  Re oice
 ompound time signature   beats per measure
 uic  staccato production
 eginning pedaling
 ynamic contrasts
 et the meter dance accent strong beats and don t accent wea  beats
 ptional transposition by ear ngering thin ing up one note


