Foreword

The descantsin this collection have been written to accompany congregational hymn
singing. They are composed for use with hymn settings found in standard hymnals
and are intended to enhance the music and text of those hymns. The descants may
be played to good effect by a variety of solo instruments, and as such, are presented
in both concert and B-flat pitches. In addition to their use as embellishments to
congregational singing, the descants may find other applications in the hands of the
creative performer. Possible uses include:

s Descant with a cappella or unison voices

¢ Descant with organ or piano hymn accompaniment
« Descant with instrumental ensemble

+ Descant with bell choir

All descants have been composed using a variety of standard hymnals as reference
sources in order to ensure harmonic consistency. Although this collection contains
85 tunes, the index references 304 titles, since many tunes have been traditionally
set to more than one text. The research in developing these descants has included
the identification of as many texts as possible for each tune, thereby expanding the

usefulness of the volume.

When a given hymn commonly appears in more than one key in various sources,
the complete hymn and descant are also given in the alternate keys to facilitate

performance.

It is the goal of this collection to provide the player with a unique and interesting
way to uplift the hymn singing during the worship service.

—Charles Evans
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14 Adeste Fideles

John Francis Wade
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Ebenezer
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Thomas John Williams
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Rowland Hugh Prichard
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06 Joyful Song

Chester G. Allen
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Praise Jehovah

William J. Kirkpatrick
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138 To God be the Glory

William Howard Doane
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Wir Pflugen

Johann A.P. Schulz
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