
Foreword
When our three children were still living at home and students in our local public school system, we would annually 
receive the standard policy statement about school cancellations related to weather. I always found these to be intriguing 
commentaries about life in Minnesota, particularly during the winter months. Here is an excerpt from one such document:

Extreme wind-chill can be very dangerous. If the wind-chill is -60 degrees or worse at 5:30 AM and predicted to remain that 
low or become worse, school may be cancelled solely because of this condition. It is assumed that Minnesota residents are 
accustomed to extreme cold, and should dress children accordingly.

Cold and blustery winds along with loads of snow in the winter months are the norm in my corner of the world, particularly 
around Christmas. But the timeless message of Christ coming to earth as a tiny infant along with meaningful annual 
Christmas traditions is enough to warm even the coldest of winter days! For me, the heart of the Christmas celebration is 
found in the music of the season, a major reason for this project.

The collection you hold is designed as a practical and versatile resource for wind players, particularly flute and clarinet 
players. I think you will find these arrangements to be suitable considerations for your Christmas worship or concert needs. 
They span the spectrum stylistically with fresh interpretations of ageless melodies. May the joyous sounds of Christmas 
Winds warm your heart during the yuletide season!

—Lloyd Larson
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