
Foreword

We live in a world on edge because of terrorism, racism, health and 
economic issues, and tyrannical and selfishly motivated leaders. We are 
reminded daily that we are truly part of a “global village,” a community 
replete with the widest array of cultures and ideals. Rather than celebrating 
this phenomenon, however, we find ourselves engaged in territorial battles 
that would enable one group to triumph over another. Prayers for the Nations 
is a worship experience built around prayers for the seemingly elusive goals 
of peace, unity, justice, healing, and hope. It includes prayers for world 
leaders who are charged with the responsibility of ensuring freedom and 
the pursuit of happiness for all. It also includes prayers for those of us who 
serve in relative anonymity in our own communities. It is global in scope, 
not nationalistic. It is also unapologetically Christian in nature, with prayers 
that the church will take the lead in responding to a world in need as Christ 
called us to do. May we be motivated to be “salt and light” (Matthew 5:13-
16) to a world that needs to be changed by the grace of God.

—Lloyd Larson
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