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|0EAS FOR IMPROV

Both the saxophone and brass solo sections provide an
opportunity for improvisation that almost guarantees

a successful experience for your band.

Here are just two ideas to help you get them started:

1. START WITH RHYTHM

Using one pitch common to both scales*, have students solo
with the rhythm section. Encourage them to use

some "space" to make it more interesting (see

example 1). After they are comfortable with this, gradually
give them more note choices working toward example
number 2.

2. "FREEZE" RHYTHM

In this exercise, you pre-determine the rhythm (i.e.all half
notes, all whole notes, etc.) and have the students

play "digital patterns" based on the scaie (see example 3).
This exercise should help the students lock into the
harmonic structure of the chart.

>Your students can work on any of these concepts
using the PRACTICE TRACK on the CD.

*See page two for more detail and examples.
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The saxophone solos involve two scales, G natural minor and C natural minor. These scales share six common tones, and one
pitch that differs (see example 4). Experiment first with the "safety net" of common tones as in examples 1 and 2 from the previous
page. Next, have your students improvise varied rhythms using just the two pitches that differ between scales. Over the course

of time, the students will be able to blend these two approaches into their improvisation (example 5).

The same theory applies in the solo section for brass using the C natural minor and F natural minor scales as shown in example 6.
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