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Foreword
The inspiration for this cantata was Christina Rossetti’s poem, Love Came Down at Christmas. 
What a perfect phrase to describe the very essence of Christmas! First published in 1885, this 
remarkable lyric has survived the ages without being attached to a specific tune. In addition to 
composing a new tune for Rossetti’s lyrics, I scattered lines of this classic poem throughout the 
work. Much of the material in this cantata is original, though you will find many familiar carols 
and Christmas favorites woven into its fabric as well.

There are four main sections corresponding to the four prominent themes of Advent. Each of 
these four anthems about Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love can be used individually throughout the 
season of Advent, if desired, or the cantata can also be done in its entirety in a single presentation. 
The complete work frames these four pieces with an opening and closing number, and ties them 
together with underscored narration to create a dramatic 30-minute Christmas excursion.

It is my sincere desire that hope, peace, joy, and love flood your Christmas season this and every year.

—Joel Raney
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Love Came Down (Opener)
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*Tune: STILLE NACHT by Franz Gruber, 1818
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*Words by Charles Wesley, 1747; Tune: MENDELSSOHN by Felix Mendelssohn, 1840
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*Tune: GLORIA, Traditional French Melody, 18th c.
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*Words: Traditional English Carol; Tune: SUSSEX CAROL, Traditional English Carol
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  *Words: Traditional French Carol, 19th c.; Tune: IL EST NÉ, Traditional French Melody, 18th c.
**Words: Latin Hymn, attr. John F. Wade, 1751, tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1841; Tune:  ADESTE FIDELES,
    John F. Wade’s Cantus Diversi, 1751
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  * Tune: PERSONENT HODIE, Piae Cantiones, 1582
** Tune: ES IST EIN ROS’, Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1599
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Grant Us Peace (Peace)

JD

  * Tune: HYFRYDOL by Rowland H. Prichard, 1830
** Tune: ES IST EIN ROS’, Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1599
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