2 Foreword

The inspiration for this cantata was Christina Rossetti’s poem, Love Came Down at Christmas.
What a perfect phrase to describe the very essence of Christmas! First published in 1885, this
remarkable lyric has survived the ages without being attached to a specific tune. In addition to
composing a new tune for Rossetti’s lyrics, I scattered lines of this classic poem throughout the
work. Much of the material in this cantata is original, though you will find many familiar carols
and Christmas favorites woven into its fabric as well.

There are four main sections corresponding to the four prominent themes of Advent. Each of
these four anthems about Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love can be used individually throughout the
season of Advent, if desired, or the cantata can also be done in its entirety in a single presentation.
The complete work frames these four pieces with an opening and closing number, and ties them
together with underscored narration to create a dramatic 30-minute Christmas excursion.

It is my sincere desire that hope, peace, joy, and love flood your Christmas season this and every year.

—Joel Raney
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Love Came Down (Opener)

Written and Arranged by
Freely o= 8892 Joel Raney
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*On Christmas Night All Christians Sing
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8 *He Is Born, the Divine Christ Child
**(Q Come, All Ye Faithful
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Come, Emmanuel, Come (Hope)

Freely J =ca. 88

*On This Day Earth Shall Ring

Written and Arranged by
Joel Raney
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* Tune: PERSONENT HODIE, Piae Cantiones, 1582

** Tune: ES IST EIN ROS’, Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1599
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and hope for the arms of God to wrap the world in everlasting love.
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Grant Us Peace (Peace) 31

Written and Arranged by
Joel Raney
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* Tune: HYFRYDOL by Rowland H. Prichard, 1830
** Tune: ES IST EIN ROS’, Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesang, 1599
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* Words: Anonymous; Tune: CRADLE SONG by William J. Kirkpatrick, 1895

65/2064L-33



J

Lh
ie

bed

for

crib

no__

) -

) -

I

man - ger,

(N7 D

ANV 4

34
‘S’h |

) -

the___

in

the___ stars

Je - sus

Lord

Lh.
|

lit - tle

head;

—

the___
sweet

His

.

Ng
J

down

[ v VL) J
g D
[ oo W) J

¢
4
65/2064L-34

53




41

Listen to the Joyful Song (Joy)

Written and Arranged by
Joel Raney

Quietly J =ca. 92

*He Is Born, the Divine Christ Child Narrator: The night Christ was born an
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**Joy to the World! the Lord Is Come
angel appeared to the shepherds saying, “Fear not! For I bring you good tidings of great joy!”
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* Tune: IL EST NE, Traditional French Melody

** Tune: ANTIOCH, George Frideric Handel
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Love Be Yours, Love Be Mine (Love) 57

Written and Arranged by
Joel Raney
Tenderly J = ca. 66 Narrator: The very first Christmas present came from God
*The First Noel r 3 o
[ £ L] L y /| I I II\ IAI ! — . ! —
AN3Y4 V& 1 4 -
o ]
p
A | 1 | |
. a— ¥ — — s ~—
[ £ L] Il-,‘ I/ ry () (&) d I i 1
S ! |
- 4 i
on that starlit night. It came wrapped, not in shiny paper, but in simple swaddling cloths,
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Wonderful Counselor, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, Emmanuel: God’s gift of love.
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*Tune: THE FIRST NOEL, W. Sandys’ Christmas Carols, 1833
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*Love Came Down at Christmas
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08 Love Divine (Finale and Reprise)

Written and Arranged by
Joel Raney
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Narrator: Love wasn’t the only thing that came down at Christmas. Hope came down, too, because a

5 P
"pulr) p———  — — | t  — o
75 1 1 1 —1 73 1
4 an WL T N A —(— p=
ANV 1 e 1t -
Oo
. ° P
I ™ — P—P—l—P o 2 —
A (X S @ —— i —® 7 3 i—
s - — 11 I 1 1 S 1
i— - —— t 1 T ——
D  — ' '
fH | | ,
P’ ) I f
e . < .
ANV - I s = o <
J = - g - =
o] — — —
75> — I? o —] I r’;
s = - -
o K X

*Words: Traditional English Carol; Tune: THE FIRST NOEL from W. Sandys’ Christmas Carols, 1833
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Savior was given. And joy came down in celebration of God’s gift of grace.
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*Words: Charles Wesley, 1747; Tune: REGENT SQUARE by Henry T. Smart, 1867
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