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Foreword

Christmas is a season of joyous sounds. Familiar strains of timeless melodies fill the air in our
places of worship, our homes and concert halls, and in the places we shop. It is also a season of
stories as we recall meaningful traditions, memorable experiences, and joyous family moments.
Most importantly, Christmas is the season to revisit and celebrate Christ’s story: the prophecies
which pointed to His coming, His birth, and His life. It is the incarnation story which is front
and center: God coming to earth to live among us.

There are also other stories within the bigger story: the stories of Zechariah, Mary, Joseph, the
Shepherds, aged Simeon, and the Wise Men. Each of these people played significant roles in
the context of the larger story of Christ’s birth. A Noel Celebration, in part, tells their stories as
we see them reflect on their own place in the unfolding narrative of God’s miraculous plan.

But Christmas is also about our story. It is a time to recall the impact of Christ’s arrival into
your world, my life. It is an opportunity for us to rejoice in the news that God has shattered our
own night of darkness with good news: “Today in the city of David a Savior has been born to
you, He is Christ the Lord.” It is an opportunity to celebrate anew with music, scripture, meaningful
traditions, and the story of “....the Word becoming flesh and dwelling among us....”"

Not all sounds and stories are created equal. The sounds and stories of Christmas endure
because they are centered around the life-changing, yet changeless message of God’s love. And
that is something to celebrate! As you join others in the presentation of this cantata, may you
rejoice in the good news of God’s great Gift as you sing carols — both old and new — and as you
recite the stories of Christmas. O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

—Lloyd Larson

Production Notes

A Noel Celebration is flexibly conceived so that the monologues may be presented by actors in
costume with memorized scripts. It can be equally effective with a single narrator or multiple
narrators in “street clothes” reading the optional introduction that precedes each narrative
followed by the character monologue itself.

In the final monologue designated for Pastor, Choir Member, or Lay Person, a scripted
narration has been provided which works adequately as is. However, this is a place where a
pastor could offer a brief meditation or a choir member or lay person may wish to share their
own story about the meaning of Christmas. Being creative here within the context of each
church’s own worship style will enhance the meaning of the cantata.

Some of the cover-art images and graphics from this work are available as free downloads. We hope that you
can use them to assist in the making of your bulletins, posters, flyers, website and email announcements, and in
any other way that’s within your organization and in conjunction with performances of this work.

To access these files, please visit www.lorenz.com/downloads and navigate to the desired folder. PC users
should right click and choose “Save Target As...” and Macintosh users should click and hold the link, then
choose “Save Target As...” We have provided standard file formats that should be usable in most page layout or
word processing software.

Due to the vast number of differences in computer system setups, we are unable to provide technical support for
downloadable images/graphics by either phone or email.
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Words:

Sing Noel!

Latin Hymn, attr. John F. Wade, 1751

Traditional English Carol,
Traditional French Carol

Triumphantly J =ca. 96
~

Arranged with New Music

by Lloyd Larson

Tunes: ADESTE FIDELES,

John F. Wade’s Cantus Diversi, 1751,
SUSSEX CAROL, Traditional English Carol
GLORIA, Traditional French Carol
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Words by Lloyd Larson
Based on Isaiah 40:1-5

Slowly, freely J =ca. 54

Prepare the Way

17

Music by Lloyd Larson

Incorporating PICARDY

by Traditional French Melody, 17th c.
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Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 27
with Of the Father’s Love Begotten

Arranged by Jay Rouse

Tunes: ES IST EIN ROS’,
Traditional German Carol, 15th c.,
DIVINUM MYSTERIUM,

Plainsong, ca. 13th c.
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Manger Carol 37

Words by Arranged by Marty Parks

Joseph S. Cook, 1919, and Tunes: TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM,

Traditional Polish Piae Cantiones, 1582,

W ZLOBIE LEZY,
Gently, expressively J=ca. 80 Traditional Polish Carol
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Arranged by
Lloyd Larson

Noel Festival

Triumphantly J= ca. 88

45

Words and Music:
NOEL NOUVELET, Traditional French Carol

AFRICAN NOEL, Traditional African Folksong
THE FIRST NOEL, Traditional English Carol

f) u | | | | | |
i e 1 —— - ' — 4 fe
== - —‘c—ﬁjSjﬁ o -
J B o J | . |
B g g * r
A ] ] = —
f‘ | |
5 SA mf
'/9 ﬂ - —— oy j T I ]
) — —Hf o —e = I
ANV I :I I I I I e 1
oJ I ' I
Sing we now of Christ - mas,
B mf’ . te - .
o) I 1 I | e I 1 7 ]
7 = — I 5 I — ! I
IS I : T I I ]
S R N T —  ——
1 I ’ I d d d I I I d
o = O
oJ | I’
, , e o
Ly O ’ I z
= ' r‘
8
JJQ ﬁ ! i I t T T " I ; B ! I
e = O |
oJ = = I '
No - el,__ sing we here! Hear our grate - ful
—
0 Py T T e ﬂ‘.‘ e ]
7—— — — ™ — - I I 5 I I
S : — : ’ — — : '
H & — | p— | |
TE==== —
o—— P - @ I | =
oJ . ’ =
f I O I
J | 7) ﬁ9'
—9—: g o 8) 2 2
I
| o

© 2011, this arrangement © 2016 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation.

All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.

Reproduction of this publication without permission of the publisher is a criminal offense subject to prosecution.

65/2080L-45

THE CCLI LICENSE DOES NOT GRANT PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY THIS MUSIC.
www.lorenz.com

JD



46

we No -

Sing

es to the__Babe so dear.

prais

-y

O

O

o

)

[
o
z ]
L (I
2 B~
(0] | |
3
on
L TR L) (\E\
wn
= N
Nr © x
e 2 W
o
5 [ — Y
e
h 2 \
H. £ —p
.= o0 o
M
N 2
- Ly
b ||
N E S
LV
N p
e @ 3
— N

sing we__now No - el

mas,

Christ

o

]

1

=
.

2

o

65/2080L-46



47

23
-’

i_l

2

o
“Come and

mel.
mp

rest;

shep - herds, “Leave your__flocks at

An - gels called to

“

L3

blest.”

Lamb - kin

the

find

Beth - I’hem,

jour-ney forth to

find the__Lamb-kin blest.”

Beth - I’hem,

jour-ney forth to

o

mel. m
31, et

3

z

Sing

el!

is born, No

King

the

el,

7

J

O

o

(@]

65/2080L-47



48

504 ™P

Z « HH M%wi P
1~
51| o . o
g | ]| 4§| -
il
2 ol T
.ma Q| O \
Al T
' L)) |
E ol
@)
[
15 [ 1R damw ™
3
2 &
5 ol
on
(=
= v
<9 )
— S —

39
-’

[ ]

o &

el!

O

-
-

[F—

-

LJEIN

~

& &

rax
O

$R

43 u

)
.

“

65/2080L-48



49

—

T

3 2 3

|
—

Ay mP

g

Sing No

-el, No -el, No - el

sing No

-el,

[

1 1 1

§1h mf

-el, No -el, No - el

sing No

-el,

Sing No

1

1

L—.|
~r

T

] A

v

L e
T - i~
i~ i~

e - ILILR

T - T -
g g
i~ i~

e - T

TITo% - T
i~ i~
N N

T - T -
e A

T NO |N N
TN S e L
Ty 2 A 4

on
—TN® .E TN
wn
—TOmN 4
TN L
i
L) i~
(Y
Rl I_ TN
M.-J. = ﬂ

|||f NO |\\ N
T = e T
TN % S i~

on
_ = _
~ A »
Sh WU y
[To R
— N

65/2080L-49



Noel! Christ the Lord Is Born

Tenderly, expressively J = ca. 80

Words and Music by
Marty Parks
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What Child Is This? 67

Wc.)rc.is by . Arranged by Jay Rouse
William C. Dix, 1865 Tune: GREENSLEEVES,

Traditional English Melody, 16th c.
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A Noel Celebration (Finale)

Words: Arranged with New Music
Latin hymn, attr. John F. Wade, 1751 by Lloyd Larson and Marty Parks
Marty Parks, 2015, and Tunes: ADESTE FIDELES,
Charles Wesley, 1840 John F. Wade’s Cantus Diversi, 1751,

MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1840
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