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Voice in the Wilderness

(Prepare the Way)
Based on Words and Music by
Isaiah 40:3-4, 6-7 Pepper Choplin
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* Before the cantata begins, you may teach the congregation the response, “Prepare the Way.” Or,
you may begin the piece and have the congregation join for the first time at m. 37 after they
hear the “call and response” effect. The director, or a choir member, may simply “wave in” the
congregation whenever this phrase appears as needed.
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Words: Latin Hymn; tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866); adapt. by P.C.

*Tune: VENI EMMANUEL, plainsong.
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Narrator: We come to prepare the way and celebrate the coming of the Lord. This story we share of
Christmas has been told so many times before. Why would we gather here to tell it again? Could it be
that we yearn to hear and experience the promise of the prophets, the hope of the newborn, the joy of
the shepherds, and the beauty of the star in the east?

Or do we simply want to remember how God loved the world and still loves the world? God so loved
us that He sent His Son, that all who believe in Him may experience the hope, the joy, and the abundant

life of the Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Our hope is that through the words and music we share, you will hear the story afresh — and experience
God’s love as we gather to sing...The Ballad of Bethlehem.

The Ballad of Bethlehem

Folk style, feel in one J= ca. 120

Words and Music by
Pepper Choplin
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Words based on
Micah 5:2, 4

Bright and fresh . = ca. 52

Bethlehem Prophecy

Words and Music by
Pepper Choplin
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Narrator: (music begins) And Joseph went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea,
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)
to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were
there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son,
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them

in the inn (Luke 2:4-7).

The Ballad of Bethlehem

Feel in one J =ca. 114

The Birth

Words and Music by
Pepper Choplin
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Still Gentle Mary

New words by P. C.

Pepper Choplin
Tune: STILL, STILL, STILL
Traditional Austrian Carol
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Narrator: (music begins) And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,

keeping watch over their flock by night.

The Ballad of Bethlehem

The Shepherds
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Words and Music by
Pepper Choplin
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I Hear the Angels Shouting Glory!
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Luke 2 Pepper Choplin
With animated excitement J =ca. 120
—I\'h—gﬁ—'i = 1 . q—ﬂ?_": J'-— — i
hal I I I 1 -
—%B—& IF =1 r— —— -
W —_—
mLS Do e §
4
f) u SA "?) | ,
g # I 1 1 f I 1 1]
Gc = = Z = +—F— —
oJ
Fear not, | come - to you,
f) u , |
o AL 1 I f 1 I ] |
oJ f ’ ‘ : ¥ <
mf’ mp
. — | |
SEs —=r 2 z
hal I O
7
f) & | | ‘ mf
o — ] ! — I ’j o > I I
(] I I 1 < I r r i I
o v [ [
shar - ing this thing with  you. To - day a
f) & | |
A f I i i D T I
X 1 > > - Ik\ 1
S ?\L ‘ & » o ; = = »
r nf
_q: o At [#) ’! ! 1 2
g j — = o I
1 O I J
10 —_— f
e —— | —— —
1 1 PN ]
§ — s ——" .
ho - ly child is born in Beth - le - hem.
f) & : | | | i , : 4. |
S = =
oJ -fr f | d
S
D | e * ° ’ |
o) 1 = 1 1 1
hil _dl_ r 7

© 2024 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.

Reproduction of this publication without permission of the publisher is a criminal offense subject to prosecution.
THE CCLI LICENSE DOES NOT GRANT PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY THIS MUSIC.
www.lorenz.com

65/2125L-50

LT



51

swad -dling clothes.

in

4

wrapped up

as you go,

Him

You’ll find

A
/|

A
#

13 SA

17

2

— () &
)

-

Lord.

O

the

Christ

1S

O

Sav - ior who

a
cresc.

is

O

He

I
“
O}
O
#
o
20}

0
e O I

21
~ () #

65/2125L-51




52

P |

=

without pedal

- I}
O
o W]

24

(7]

IAY

[
il

&

il

V4

-
hdl OO 7

S brightly articulated

— ) 4

to God._

“Glo - ry

an - gels shout-ing,

heard the

o
I

Car’ o
"

A

65/2125L-52



52
_ ) u N |
"84 4 s5B6F 8 | = |
I I I I 1
!) = = u I
to God,— glo - nn - a”
mf boldly ——
4 = >A If £  ni— —
] 1 1 1 1 11 1 1 1”4 1 T 1
T [ m—— [ [ [ '
to God,— glo - ry.” Hail the heav’n - born Prince of « Pecace.
f) & ~ |
Z : —
oJ ~ [ I
mf
| | |
Ly Car: o o o J - > J g
—+# — — — = T =
e I | |
55
2o S E— | e S ’
‘ d 1 1 I | 1
ﬁ I i d 1 I I I I 1
[y} IN— — — '
Glo - ry to God, glo - 1y o God, glo - ry
S ’
i - - - - =~ - e ——— - - I
7 @ L @ @ Lt | @ @ L Lt Lt @ ]
| I 1 1 1 ] 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
T I | I ] [ [EE— [ [ [ [
Glo - ry to God, glo - 1y to God, glo - 1y
Hu | I I | — |
g ° . £ —
S
T I T T [—
s G o o o o o —
Z—+# - — — — ———
- - I
57
GRS = ——s £ ’:’:I‘Eﬁ
Hark, the her - ald an - gels sing, “Glo - ty— to the
- e .
i e —e = e . £ I F—#—F_.'—ﬁ_I
—H— — I T I I =  — — —
= i T —
b4 — I I I I i S —
o — 5= 2 '
- |74
J | I - j 2 5 “
e . | |
—o )i ] - - i
—H— . o I i
| - [ J [~

65/2125L-56



57

e

I
1
an - gels shout-ing,

—
God.__
I

=

dim.

to
P
— ——

heard the

w
K
i
&
i
y
i

I
»
] ]
. . = =
high - est heav - ens.”
2 F e £
T 1 1 1
| T
i i i I i i i T
I I
z o

"
—
the
F
I
I
I

O
King.”

—
| —
L
o
|

=

born

new
y ]
Py

208

o

[ - I
#

V4

0
hal OO0}

B\ H

I heard the

$ 253 ¢ . % 235353353 33
—
===
=

63
_ /) u
[ an Y
ANIV4
oJ
. D
V4
S
f) u
A
[ fan Y bl
ANAV4
o
mf
e )
hdl OOE 7Y
V4 o I
bl I
z
65
— h o N
I
o
Glo -1y to God_—
| — I
~N =l
f) &
A i i I
|
ﬁ;ﬁ - e
D
b |

65/2125L-57



I
17
1]
T 1
17

to

| N

birth

to God._

His

claim
“Glo - ry

P
||

pro

an - gels shout - ing,

earth

77

heard the

to

I

O

down
us

ol

ol

- I7Y

-

vy O
-4

<y

hdl OOV

raY

83

— ) u
— ) &
91

— 0

60

g D
raY
hadl CENN))

65/2125L-60



61

heav ens.”

est

high

the

—

in

up

"

s

Glo - ry

93

|
L.\

O
hdl CINVJ
7

)

dim.

God.—
high.

| — 1

to

“Glo -1y

Sr===

>
Ll

an - gels shout-ing,

to God,”— the an-gels shout-ed from on

I heard the

Glo-ry

.
hdl CEIN))

(N7 D

— f)
65/2125L-61




62

100

o D
[ oo W) J

cresc.

il

her ald an - gels = sing.

the

Hark!

J

103

[
g

ald

the her

Hark!

sing:

an - gels

ald

the her

Hark!

—

O

10J

Hark!

o]
b’ 4

1

e

On o
q Paninn
A .-|4>mo
I
A w IS ﬂ A
A 2 Adlal A A
A I_W Al @ L] A HDH|4>
o |
ﬁ>---- g ﬂ?--u A KR
{ 18
TTe
AL
. e |
n =) I ]
>o...lc. = >o-u- X | A
rewell 5§ Aelle] XYY, . L 3
&n
,ﬁlx m A i Aeal TT®| A
L. Y m.: .| AL | Y.
) I e £ oaellel
A 2
n L N T 2
=R T 2
N o




63

Narrator: Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He that is born King of the Jews?
For we have seen His star in the East, and are come to worship Him.” (music begins)

The Ballad of Bethlehem
The Wise Men
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Only the Wise

Words and Music by Pepper Choplin
Incorporating “We Three Kings”
Author: John H. Hopkins (1820-1891)
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Narrator: As the wise men gather to worship the Child, there is still room. (music begins)
There is room for all of us to worship. Whether we come with joy or grief, with hope or despair,
whether we struggle or thrive, there is still room to come and worship the Savior who is Christ the Lord.

A Thrill of Hope

Words and Music by
Pepper Choplin
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The Ballad of Bethlehem 93

Smoothly, in one o= ca. 112
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Words and Music by
Pepper Choplin
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i Shout with the Shepherds

Words and Music by
Pepper Choplin
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