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Foreword
These pieces are designed to accommodate a variety of instruments in a variety of liturgical or concert 
circumstances. As such, registrations are not specified. At the very least, this music can be performed on 
a two manual instrument with limited ranks. However, colorful registration, especially in animating chant 
melodies is encouraged on instruments with larger resources. 

In the spirit of Brahms’s Elf Choralvorspiele, manuals are indicated only as I. and II. However, this is not 
to rule out the use of a three or four manual instrument, etc. Nor does Manual I necessarily correlate to the 
Great Manual, or Manual II to the Swell, etc. It is merely to distinguish between two distinct manuals, the 
use of which is up to the performer. 

In general, rich foundation stops are preferred as the building block. In the spirit of Mendelssohn’s Six 
Sonatas, the registrations are relative in accordance with the indicated dynamics. Piano could mean an 8’ 
flute or soft strings. Mezzo-piano or mezzo-forte could indicate foundation stops and perhaps reeds or 4’ 
octave. Forte, etc, could call for foundations and perhaps mixtures, etc. 

Likewise, solo melodic lines could range from strong flute stops to a colorful mutants or solo reeds. The 
colorful harmonic language can call for an orchestral approach to registration. This is up to the preference 
of the performer. 

Finally, the liturgical action or a concert setting can determine the range of registration. Dynamics are all 
relative—forte in a liturgical setting could very well be relatively quieter than in a concert setting. As long 
as the variation of dynamics is observed, the overall range is a matter of taste and discretion.
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