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FOREWORD
This collection offers one voluntary on a hymn tune for each month of the 
calendar year. Many need no introduction or further comment, but organists 
might find the following useful or interesting:

March of the Wise Men is intended to sound like a procession approaching from 
afar, passing the stationary listener and then disappearing into the distance. 
Please enjoy using your imagination when preparing the registration.

It is possible to sing all four verses of The Old Rugged Cross to the arrangement in 
this volume, if the text is projected on a screen and allowance made for the coda 
at the end. Granted, the fourth verse requires some high notes, but this favorite 
hymn is often requested for funerals and good settings can be hard to find. 
Otherwise, this arrangement may be played as a voluntary, and don’t be surprised 
to hear someone singing along, or quietly humming.

T. Tertius Noble’s tune Ora Labora has been described as being in the English 
cathedral tradition, so my setting pays homage to the rich tradition of late 
Victorian composers, whose music enthralled me as a chorister in my local 
church in Essex half a century ago. I encourage you to seek out and play the 
music of those masters of majestic organ accompaniments.

The December selection of Past Three O’Clock, from the English carol tradition, 
harkens back to the olden days when watchmen known as waits would patrol 
towns and cities during the night, marking the hours (and proving they were on 
duty) by singing or playing instruments. The text of this carol assures us all is well 
on Christmas night.

—John S. Dixon
Norfolk, Virginia
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Tune: MARCHE DE TURENNE

French carol  

Sw.  Cornet or solo Reed
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John S. Dixon
Tune: SLANE
Irish melody  

Sw.  Cornet or soft Reed 8
Gt.   Flutes 8, 4
Ch.  Strings 8, 4
Ped. Flutes 16, 8

for Dr. John Dragon
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John S. Dixon
Tune: AUS DER TIEFE

attributed to Martin Herbst  

Sw.  Cornet or soft Reed 8
Gt.   Flutes 8, 2
Ch.  Strings 8, 4
Ped. Flutes 16, 8

for Cathy Biggs

Sam
ple



&

?
?

b

b
b

27 œ œ œ œú ú
ú úú

w

Gt.{

Poco meno mosso 

œœ œœ úú
úú ún

w

œ œ œ œú ú
ú ú

ú ú

œœn œ úú œ#
œ œ# ú

œn œ ú

&

?
?

b

b
b

31 œ œ œ œún ú
œn œ œ œ

ú ú

œœ œœ úœ œ#
œ .ú

ú ú

œ œ œ œún ú
ú úú

ú ú

œœ œœ ú
ú œœ œœ

ú œ œ

&

?
?

b

b
b

35 œ œ œ œw
úú úú

ú ú

ú úœ œ œ œ#
œœ œœ œ œœ

œ œ ú

œ œœ œœ œúú œ

œ œœ ..úú
w

Ch.

&

?
?

b

b
b

38 Œ œ œœ œúú œ

œ œœ ..úú
w

Ch. .œ jœ œ œ

œ œœ œœœ œ œœ œ œœ#

ú ú

Sw.

p
rit.

w
œ œœ ..úúŒ œ œ ú#

ú úú

π

70/2401L-17

17

Sam
ple



&

?
?

bb

b b

b b

43

43

43

œ œ œ
....úúúú

∑

Andante rubato  qq = ca. 90

P{Ch.

œ œ œ
....úúúú

∑

œ œ œ
....úúúú

∑

.ú
ú œ...úúú

∑

œ œ œ
...úúú

.úb

&

?
?

bb

b b

b b

6

œ œ œ
...úúú
.ú

œ œ œ
œ œ œ.ún

.ú

ú œ œ
úú Œ

ú Œ

Sw.

ú œn œ
úúú œœ#

.ú

ú œ œ
.úœ ú

&

ú œ

&

&
?

bb

b b

b b

11

ú œ# œ

..úúœ œ œn

.ú

ú œ

.úúúb œœœn
œ œ œ

œ œ œ

œ œb œ.ú
?

.ú

œ œ œ
œ œ œ.ú

.ú

.ú
ú œœ#œ œ

.ú

70/2401L-18

18

Prelude on “The Old Rugged Cross”  

© 2022 Lorenz Publishing Co., a division of The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.
UNAUTHORIZED REPRODUCTION OF THIS PUBLICATION IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE SUBJECT TO PROSECUTION

www.lorenz.com

 Duration: 4:45

LL

John S. Dixon
Tune: THE OLD RUGGED CROSS

by George Bennard  

Sw.  Cornet
Gt.   Flutes 8, 4
Ch.  Strings 8, 4
Ped. Flutes 16, 8

for Sue Gonzalez and her parents, Ron and Jeannie Johnson
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Offertory on “Come Down, O Love Divine”  
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 Duration: 2:15
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John S. Dixon
Tune: DOWN AMPNEY

by Ralph Vaughan Williams  

Sw.  Strings and Celestes 8
Gt.   Flutes 8, 4, Sw. to Gt.
Ch.  Soft Solo with Trem.
Ped. Soft Flute 16 (8) (Sw. to Ped.)

for the Chambersburg chapter of the American Guild of Organists
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Ritornello on “Come, Thou Almighty King”  
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 Duration: 2:45

LL

John S. Dixon
Tune: ITALIAN HYMN

by Felice de Giardini  

Sw.  Trumpet 8
Gt.   Principals 8, 4, 2
Ped. Soft Flute 16, Sw. to Gt.

for Francesca Astorri
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Fanfare on “America”  
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 Duration: 2:00

LL

John S. Dixon
Tune: AMERICA

from Harmonia Anglicana  

Sw.  Festival Trumpet 8
Gt.   Principals to Mixtures
Ped. Principals 16, 8

for Robie Armbruster
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Pastorale on “His Eye Is on the Sparrow”   
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 Duration: 3:30

LL

John S. Dixon
Tune: SPARROW

by Charles H. Gabriel  

Sw.  Cornet or soft Solo Reed
Gt.   Flutes 8, 2
Ch.  Flutes 8, 4, Strings 8, 4
Ped. Flutes 16, 8

for John Coggeshall, in memory of Aileen
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Recessional on “Come, Labor On”   
(after C. H. H. Parry)
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Sw.  Solo Reed
Gt.   Principals to Mixtures, Reeds
Ch.  Principals 8, 4, 2
Ped. Principals 16, 8
+ Couplers

for Dardenne Presbyterian Church
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Meditation on “Let Us Break Bread Together”   
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 Duration: 2:45
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John S. Dixon
Tune: LET US BREAK BREAD
African American spiritual  

Sw.  Cornet or soft solo Reed
Gt.   Flutes 8, 2
Ch.  Strings 8, 4
Ped. Flutes 16, 8

for Don and Luann Bielmann
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Triptych on “Now Thank We All Our God”   
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 Duration: 5:00
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Tune: NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT

by Johann Crüger  

Sw.  Principals 8, 4
Gt.   Principals 8, 4, 2
Ped. Principals 16, 8, Gt. to Ped.

for Burry’s Church, Zelienople and Pastor John Fanella
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Gt.   Principals to Mixtures
Ch.  Festival Trumpet 8
Ped. Principals 16, 8, Gt. to Ped., Sw. to Ped.

III. Fantasia
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John S. Dixon
Tune: PAST THREE O’CLOCK

English carol  

Sw.  Flutes 8, 4
Gt.   Flutes 8, 2
Ch.  Reed 8
Ped. Flutes 16, 8

for Brett and Velvet Smiley
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