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Forewand

It’s been a great joy to create interpretations of these classic hymns that tell the
wonders of creation by the hand of God. The texts enhance our worship and our
understanding of what it means to be a Christian in a world that couldn’t possibly
have happened by chance. I felt it was very important to insert texts into the muisical
score to give performers a better understanding of the musical setting of thote words.
Each piece is more like a flowering of an initial idea rather thaf a set of variations

on each verse of a hymn. You will note that the subtle movement from one {exture (o
another, one register to another, one key tonality to another occurs naturally.

These titles are all found in the “Creation” section of your modern hynminboek’s
Topical Index, but each has a special personal meaning beinning from my many
years in church music ministry. I think of my time as organist/choral director at the
Babcock Presbyterian Church in Baltimore, 1969-72. where we frequently sang
Maltbie Babcock’s “This is My Father’s World.” Or, lilkiing in Aspen, C olorado with
my wife singing “I sing the mighty power of God that miade the mountaiis rise...”
Or, writing Beethoven’s “Hymn to Joy” fof a talented young stident (o make it
sound more difficult for her than it actually was and including Beethoven’s original
syncopation before the last line.

An additional note: it’s okay to put the text of the hymn or the Bible verse on the
overhead screen while playirig vour Prelude, Offertory, or Postlude. Our goal is all
about enhancing the worship experience through Music and the Word.

May God bless yoil a5 you discover and interpret this music that comes from my heart
to yours.

—William Phemister



4 for Craig Curry

All Creatures of Our God and King

All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD;
and all your faithful shall bless you. Psalm 145:10
William Phemister
Tune: LASST UNS ERFREUEN
from Geistliche Kirchengesdnge (1623)
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* All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing,
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O praise ye! Alleluia! O brother sun with golden beam,

* Text by St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226); paraphrased by William H. Draper (1855-1933)
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8 for Andrew Paney

All Things Bright and Beautiful

You have made heaven . . . with all their host, the earth and all that is on it,

the seas and all that is in them. To all of them you give life. Nehemiah 9:6
William Phemister
Tune: ROYAL OAK

English melody
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Each little flow'r that opens, each little bird that sings,

* Text by Cecil F. Alexander (1818-1895)

Duration: 1:50
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12 for Nancy Hayden Hueber

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

You crown the year with your bounty. Psalm 65:11 . X
William Phemister

Tune: ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR
by George J. Elvey (1816-1893)
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Quietly J=92

for April Camden Mitter

Fairest Lord Jesus

Your eyes will see the king in his beauty. Isaiah 33:17
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William Phemister
Tune: ST. ELIZABETH

from Schlesische Volkslieder, 1842
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Jfor Timothy Krueger

God Moves in a Mysterious Way

So are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. Isaiah 55:9

Freely moving J=104

William Phemister
Tune: DUNDEE
from Scottish Psalter, 1615
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22 for Ron and Carol Brushwyler

For the Beauty of the Earth

He has made everything beautiful in its time. Ecclesiastes 3.:11 . .
William Phemister

Tune: DIX
by Conrad Kocher (1786-1872)
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* Text by Folliot S. Pierpont (1835-1917)
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for David Bowden

How Great Thou Art

Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised. Psalm 48:1

27

William Phemister
Tune: O STORE GUD
Swedish folk melody
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Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee; How great thou
* Text by Stuart K. Hine (1899-1989)
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30 for Madeleiene Jao

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you made them all,

the earth is full of your creatures. Psalm 104:24 . .
William Phemister

Tune: HYMN TO JOY
by Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)
In a moderate tempo J=112
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* Text by Henry van Dyke (1852-1933)
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for Jamie Rankin

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being,
praise his holy name. Psalm 103:1

William Phemister
Tune: LOBE DEN HERREN

from Stralsund Gesangbuch, 1665
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Come, all who hear;

now to his temple draw near,

* Text by Joachim Neander (1650-1680); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878)
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38 for Heidi Williams

This Is My Father’s World

The morning stars sang together and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy. Job 38:7

William Phemister
Tune: TERRA BEATA
by Franklin L. Sheppard (1852-1930)

In a moderate tempo J=104
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This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought

* Text by Maltbie D. Babcock (1858-1901)
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42 for Daniel Gorrell

We Plow the Fields and Scatter

He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons. Acts 14:17

William Phemister
Tune: WIR PFLUGEN
by Johann A. P. Schulz (1747-1800)
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* Text by Matthias Claudius (1740-1815); tr. Jane M. Campbell (1817-1878)
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We thank you then, O Father. . .
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for Stephen Kolb

I Sing the Mighty Power of God

Allegro J=120

Great is our Lord and mighty in power;

his understanding has no limit. Psalm 147:5

William Phemister
Tune: ELLACOMBE

from Gesangbuch der Herzogl, 1784
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* Text by Isaac Watts (1674-1748)
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1 sing the wisdom that ordained the
sun to rule the day;
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50 for Timothy Bandy

Now Thank We All Our God

Now, our God, we give thanks to you, and praise your glorious name. I Chronicles 29:13

William Phemister
Tune: NUN DANKET
by Johann Criiger (1598-1662)

Allegro J=112
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Simply J= 120

for Jennifer Streeter

When Morning Gilds the Skies

I'will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning. Psalm 59:16

53

William Phemister
Tune: LAUDES DOMINI

by Joseph Barnby (1838-1896)
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* Text from Katholiches Gesangbuch, 1828
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