
Editor: Brad Nix
Cover Design: Danielle M. Reinicke

Engraver: Jeanette Dotson

ISBN: 978-0-7877-7709-8

© 2023 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation.
All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. Reproduction of this publication without 

permission of the publisher is a criminal offense subject to prosecution.

The Heavens Are Telling Stan Pethel and James Pethel Intermediate

Sam
ple



The Heavens are Telling .................................................................................................................4

Meditation .......................................................................................................................................8
 based on The Well-Tempered Clavier, Vol. 1, No. 1

Achieved is the Glorious Work .....................................................................................................14
 from The Creation

Lacrimosa ......................................................................................................................................21
 from Requiem K. 626

The Shepherd’s Farewell to the Holy Family ...............................................................................26
 from L’enfance du Christ

Evening Prayer ..............................................................................................................................30
 from the opera Hansel and Gretel

Thaxted .........................................................................................................................................34
 from The Planets, Jupiter

Ave verum corpus .........................................................................................................................40
 K. 618

Sine Nomine ..................................................................................................................................44

Largo .............................................................................................................................................48
 from Symphony No. 9 (The New World Symphony)

How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place ..............................................................................................52
 from A German Requiem, abridged

Lift Thine Eyes..............................................................................................................................57
 from Elijah

2

70/2420L-2

Sam
ple



Musicians discover classics in a variety of ways. This collection has many tunes that impacted 
me as a young person in a profound way. I think each of them had an effect on both my writing 
and my understanding of historical musical styles.

Here are some stories:

Back in the 1950’s, and for around 20 years, Broadman Press published a quarterly periodical 
called The Church Musician. Many churches, including mine as a youngster, used it for 
worship services regularly. One issue, I don’t know which, contained The Heavens Are Telling 
by Beethoven. This rather simple composition introduced me to the power of the music of 
Beethoven.

In the mid 1970’s, my wife, Jo Ann, and I attended a Nativity concert by the Atlanta Symphony 
and Chorus conducted by Robert Shaw. There, I first heard A Shepherd’s Farewell. It was 
beautiful and has stayed with me ever since.

I’ve been fortunate to play trombone (alto trombone, as a matter of fact), in several performances 
of the Mozart Requiem. Each time, sitting in the orchestra surrounded by instruments and voices, 
the Lacrimosa movement was emotionally moving beyond expression. I think everyone in the 
orchestra and chorus feels it.

Gounod knew a good harmonic piece when he heard one, and he skillfully added a soaring 
melody to the WTC Book I, Prelude I.  I used the original Bach to teach harmonic analysis in 
theory classes for forty years, and it remains a miracle of harmony. Yes, I know it is in C major, 
but C major didn’t work so well for four-hand piano. Forgive me.

Now, back to the trombone world. There’s an arrangement for four trombones of Haydn’s 
Achieved Is the Glorious Work from the oratorio The Creation, which every college, university, 
and community trombone ensemble has often played. We all love it. Here’s an adaptation for 
piano four-hand.

There’s not a more moving piece of music than How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place. I was 
exposed to this in high school choir and later while in the trombone section of the orchestra. 
Sorry, for length I had to abbreviate Brahms. I know, it’s a crime, at least a misdemeanor, maybe 
a felony.

I could go on with my experiences with each of these classics. They all had a musical effect on 
me, and I’m a great admirer of the composers who wrote them. I’m thrilled to be able to share 
these in an accessible genre. Most are choral works, along with some favorite orchestral pieces. 

If you are a teacher, pass these along to your students. If you are a performer, find a friend and 
experience these masterworks in a new way.

—Stan Pethel
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The Heavens are Telling

JD

 Duration: 2:00 
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Meditation
based on The Well-Tempered Clavier, Vol. 1, No. 1

JD

 Duration: 2:05 
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Evening Prayer
from the opera Hansel and Gretel

JD
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Thaxted
from The Planets, Jupiter

JD

 Duration: 2:30 
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Largo
from Symphony No. 9 (The New World Symphony)
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