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Foreword
Cleft for Me may seem like an odd name for a piano book. How many times are there references in our 
classic hymns that we sing over and over, and yet never pause to think about what we are singing? Rock 
of Ages is one of those classic hymns. Jesus is referred to many times as the rock or cornerstone, so “Rock 
of Ages” is something we can easily grasp. “Cleft for me,” on the other hand, is not a phrase you hear 
every day. “Cleft” is defined as a space or opening made by, or as if by, splitting. Jesus was sacrificed for 
me; He was separated from God for me. There was a cleft made so I could be free, and it is in that cleft 
that I hide myself. Jesus is my protector.

All the hymns in this book either talk about the greatness of God – the Rock of Ages, or the place where 
we can find rest and peace in the cleft of that Rock. Whenever I create a new book, my prayer is always 
that the music allows you to enter into a place of worship with God alone. I also pray that the notes on 
these pages will be something that you can share with your church, family, or friends in a service, concert, 
or whenever you gather. I strive to bring a fresh voice to these beautiful melodies in a way that honors the 
heritage of the music we all love! And the next time you run across a lyric in a timeless hymn that seems 
unusual, take a moment to really dig in and see what it means (what else is Google for?). It will bring a 
whole new understanding and interpretation when you play it.

—R. Kevin Boesiger

About the Arranger
R. Kevin Boesiger is the Director of Blended Music and Kingdom Growth at Covenant Presbyterian 
Church in Omaha, Nebraska. He has a Bachelor’s in Music Education from Nebraska Wesleyan 
University, and a Master’s in Music in composition from the University of Nebraska at Lincoln. Kevin 
has many years of experience as a conductor and arranger/composer. He serves as a clinician and 
adjudicator for music contests and events throughout the year. His choral works are published with 
several companies, and his books of piano arrangements are published with the Lorenz Publishing 
Company. He has a desire to see people develop as musicians and loves working with individuals and 
groups both small and large. He also wants to be an encouragement to people to grow close to Christ, 
and that makes working in a full-time ministry a perfect fit for him. Kevin previously served with the 
Salvation Army Kroc Center in Omaha, and Christ Community Church in Beatrice as a Creative Arts 
Pastor. He has over 30 years of experience in ministry and as a musician.

Kevin was born and raised in Nebraska and is married to Tami. They have 4 grown children  
(all married) who keep them busy and entertained.
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All Praise and Thanks to God
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