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Foreword
Have you ever noticed how many “journeys” are represented in the Bible? Perhaps the most notable 
is the 40-year journey of Moses and the Israelites from Egyptian bondage to the Promised Land. 
There are many others, however, that can be identified as well: Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, and 
the Magi who made their respective journeys to Bethlehem; Saul (the Apostle Paul) on the road to 
Damascus; the painful trek to Golgotha leading to the crucifixion; a life-changing walk to the village 
of Emmaus following the resurrection. The list goes on!
So much of the music we have sung in worship over the years references the journey of life and faith. 
There is an old gospel song from the 1930’s that says This world is not my home, I’m just a-passing 
through… There is also an early American folk hymn that recalls Israel’s Exodus journey in the words 
I am bound for the promised land… The focus in these two examples, however, seems to be on the 
destination more so than the journey itself. I have often recited the mantra, “Enjoy the journey!” This 
has seemed important when I or others have been so focused on the destination that we risked missing 
the joy and opportunities of today. 
There are times, though, when the journey is difficult to enjoy. Arduous moments. Painful experiences. 
Life-altering events related to family, health, or career concerns.  Jesus understood and experienced 
this as well. He said: In this world you will have many trials and sorrows… (John 16:33) Yet, we are 
reminded that we will not be abandoned in those difficult moments because God has promised: I will 
never leave you nor forsake you (Hebrews 13:5).
As I thought about the possibility of arranging titles that reflected on the journey of faith, I readily 
recalled many hymns and songs I have sung or played through the years that remind me of God’s 
steadfast presence in the varied seasons of life. It quickly became apparent that finding enough music 
to underscore the related themes of God’s guidance, encouragement, and hope was not going to be 
difficult for a collection of ten arrangements. The challenge was going to be in sufficiently reducing 
that list to work in a book of this size. 
These are great hymns that have been part of our worship repertoire for decades. They underscore 
God’s faithful leadership and daily presence in all the experiences of life. And even in the midst of our 
pilgrimage, they remind us of our need …to press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus… (Philippians 3:14). I hope they will encourage you and those who hear you 
play them in this journey of faith!

—Lloyd LarsonSam
ple
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Traditional American melody
Arr. by Lloyd Larson

How Firm a Foundation
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Arr. by Lloyd Larson

O for a Closer Walk with God
with

Where He Leads Me
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CHARLES H. GABRIEL
Arr. by Lloyd Larson

Higher Ground
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H. PERCY SMITH
Arr. by Lloyd Larson

O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee
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CHARLES H. GABRIEL
Arr. by Lloyd Larson
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