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Foreword

Several months ago, Lloyd Larson asked me to complete a portfolio of Christmas music for the Lillenas Publishing 
Company.  Despite my eagerness to write this collection of music, I soon found this project to be more difficult than I 
anticipated.  I wanted to bring something fresh and different to each of these arrangements.  However, every one of these 
Christmas carols has been set by arrangers many times.  Therefore, the goal of bringing something new to this treasured 
repertoire of music proved to be quite a challenge.

As I began writing these pieces, I spent much time meditating over the texts, as well as the scriptures that inspired many 
of them.  Soon, I began to feel the Holy Spirit ministering to me through the words of these great hymns, and my writing 
sessions suddenly became moments of deep and meaningful worship.  Once this happened, the book began to take shape 
with relative ease and much joy!

There is a great deal of stylistic variety in this collection, and all of these pieces are suitable for worship services, recitals, 
and contest use. Above all, it is my sincere hope that you will find this book useful in your ministry.  As you prepare 
and perform this music, I pray that the Christ of Christmas will speak to you and your listeners in a very new, real, and 
personal way. 

I would like to thank Lloyd Larson and the Lillenas Publishing Company for asking me to take on this project.  Lloyd has 
been a great encouragement to me, and I appreciate his editorial expertise so much.  I am also indebted to Mark Hayes, a 
trusted mentor and friend.  Mark’s piano music is a model of compositional craft, and his influence undeniably pervades 
many of these pages.  Lastly, I would like to thank my wife and three children: Pattie, Kylie, Sarah, and Anna.  They never 
fail to provide me with encouragement and inspiration as I seek to honor the Lord through my writing.

Enjoy the music, and Merry Christmas!

—Brad Nix

About the Arranger

Brad Nix currently serves as Associate Professor of Music at Sterling College, in Sterling, Kansas.  His responsibilities 
include teaching music theory, composition, orchestration, applied piano, and group piano. Brad received his Doctor 
of Musical Arts degree from the University of Colorado at Boulder. As a widely-recognized composer and arranger, he 
has written for many of the nation’s major publishing companies and has dozens of pieces in print.  He frequently travels 
throughout the country as a clinician for reading sessions and conferences.
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Traditional English Melody
and by Frédéric Chopin
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