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Suggested Grade Levels: PreK–2 National Standards: 1 and 7

 
Lesson Suggestions by Denise Gagné

Target Concepts: Form • Dynamics
Materials:  Dynamics Cards •  Lyrics Poster

Lesson Suggestions 
1. Sing the A section of the song for your students. Ask them what holiday this song is about. Teach the A section by 

rote, two measures at a time. 

2. Discuss the words and have the students help you create movements to accompany their singing. For example: 

Lyrics Movements
I like valentines, bring thumbs to own chest
yes I do, place hands on hips and nod head three times
’specially when they come from you. point left hand out, then right hand out
Sometimes big reach hands way up
and sometimes small. bring hands close together
I like valentines, bring thumbs to own chest
I like them all! place hands on hips

3. Let your students know that you will all sing the A section together with their movements, but then you will con-
tinue alone, singing a new section—B. With the students, sing the A section with movements and then sing the B 
section alone.

4. Discuss the lyrics of the B section. Teach the lyrics by rote. Consider having the girls sing the first phrase and the boys 
sing the second phrase and/or encouraging the students to come up with their own movements for the B section.

5. Lead the class in singing the whole song together in ABA form with movements. 

6. Ask the students if they think that they should sing all of the song loudly or all of the song quietly. Ask them why or 
why not. Ask them if there are any places where it would be more interesting to sing quietly. Are there any places 
where it might be more interesting to sing loudly? 

7. Show the students the Dynamics Cards and explain that you will hold up one of the cards while they are singing, 
and their singing should reflect the card. 

8. Lead the class in singing the song while holding up the Dynamics Cards at various points.

9. Ask the students what parts of the song they think should be sung loudly and which parts should be sung quietly. 
Preset the Lyrics Poster and draw the dynamics symbols below the text. Perform the song again. Ask the students 
to compare this performance to the first one. Ask: “Was this performance more interesting to listen to?” If you wish, 
take suggestions for dynamics again and repeat the process.

Extension Idea
• In step 5, consider videotaping the students. Then watch and discuss the students’ performance with them. Ask 

them to think of things that they liked about their performance. Ask them to think of what they might do differ-
ently if they performed it again. You could call this Three Stars and a Wish. The stars are for something they did 
well. The wish is something they would change if they performed it again.
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© 2003 by Themes & Variations. “I Like Valentines” is from Musicplay for Kindergarten, by Denise Gagné.  

Used with permission. Visit http://www.musicplay.ca/ for more information. 

I Like  Valentines Ann WoodsI like valentines, yes I do, ’specially when they come from you. 
Sometimes big and sometimes small,I like valentines, I like them all!

Some kids like the small ones, frilly white and red, But I like the giant valentines of chocolate instead.
I like valentines, yes I do, ’specially when they come from you. 

Sometimes big and sometimes small, I like valentines, I like them all!

Lyrics Poster

C O R N E R

I Like
Valentines
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Brian Hiller and Don Dupont

Perf. Acc.1 2

Sing a song of Friendship
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*A side pat is when both hands extend to the sides to pat both neighbors’ hands.
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Suggested Grade Levels:  4–5 National Standards: 1 and 5

Are You Sleeping?
Lesson Suggestions by Diane Lange

Target Concepts:  Rhythm • Harmony: Canon
Materials:          Are You Sleeping? Visuals

Lesson Suggestions
1.  Sing the song and have students identify the meter. Tell them that the meter is duple because they 
 should be audiating two microbeats for every macrobeat (Du de Du de).

2.  Write pattern 1 (Du de Du de) on the board and have the students count how many times that pattern 
 occurs in the song. Sing the song.

3.  Write pattern 2 (Du de Du) on the board and have students count how many times that pattern occurs in 
 the song. Sing the song. You may need to sing the song again for the students to discover that this pat- 
 tern occurs four times in the song, not just two times.
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Ding, ding, dong.

You may need to teach this lesson over 
several class periods.

       Take Note!
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Suggested Grade Levels: 3–4 National Standards: 1, 2, 3, 5, and 8

Black Socks!
Lesson Suggestions and Arrangement by Matthew C. Cremisio  
and Jennifer Lee-Alden

Target Concepts: Melody • Harmony • Meter:  • Form: Canon
Materials: The book Smelly Socks, by Robert Munsch (ISBN: 0-439-64948-X)   

 Student Vocal Score  9  Performance Track • Barred Percussion  10  Accompaniment Track

Traditional Scout Song
Arr. by Matthew C. Cremisio and Jennifer Lee-Alden

Lesson Suggestions
1. Read Smelly Socks, by Robert Munsch, to the class. Although the 

author intended this story for ages 4–7, third and fourth grad-
ers will enjoy the funny story line. The illustrations by Michael  
Martchenko add to the humor of this tale. Lead a brief discussion 
to retell the story, pointing out the humor in the plot and illustra-
tions. Invite the students to share stories from their childhood 
relating how they treasured certain items of clothing that they 
wanted to wear or keep forever. 

2. Tell the students you learned a song with a similar story line when you were a Boy or Girl Scout (or child). Sing the 
song once, a cappella, to share the melody and lyrics with the class. Invite the students to compare and contrast 
how the song relates to the story by Robert Munsch. Point out the humor in this song, and ask your students how 
it might relate to Scout camping experiences. Have fun with this!

3. Teach the song to the class in unison a cappella, by rote or by projecting the Student Vocal Score, which is available 
on the multimedia CD. 

4. Teach or review the words round and canon. Practice singing the song in canon with the class.
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Consider teaching this song over the course 
of three class periods. Teach steps 1–3 in the 
first class, steps 4–5 in the second, and step 6 
(the Orff accompaniment/full performance) 
in the final class. 

       Take Note!


